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Belgian Economy Affected by Suez 
Crisis; Gas, Oil Deliveries Cut 


The Belgian economy in November was almost completely domi- 
nated by the impact of the international developments in the Middle 


East. 


The Government, press, and public were preoccupied with actual 


and expected problems connected 
with speculation of the possibility and 
extent of American aid. 

Faced with a petroleum shortage, the 
Government in midmonth banned Sun- 
day driving, with certain exceptions, 
and requested oil companies to cut their 
deliveries to consumers. Gasoline deliv- 
eries were cut by 10 percent and fuel- 
oil deliveries to industry were reduced 
by 10 percent, and for heating purposes 
by 20 percent. 

Rationing was dicussed widely, and 
the Minister of Economic Affairs stated 
in Parliament that the Government, al- 
though considering the possibility, hoped 
that rationing could be avoided. Price 
increases for petroleum products, caused 
by rising freight rates, were announced 
on November 22, coupled with the com- 
ment that additional increases could 
be expected as the impact of the higher 
freight rates became more pronounced. 


Public Reaction Calm 


Public reaction to the situation was 
relatively calm except for a buying 
wave early in the month, particularly 
of nonperishables, which later slowed. 
Concern for Belgium’s industrial output 
and foreign trade was expressed, but 
both appeared to be weathering the 
fuel cuts by the month’s end without 
serious strain. A few weak spots de- 
veloped—for example, the automobile 
industry was hampered by a sales de- 
cline. 

Industrial production continued high, 
and the industrial-activity index reached 
117.9—second highést figure for the 
year—compared with 110.9 for Novem- 
ber of the preceding year. 

The coal industry, unable to meet 
domestic demand and plagued by a 
shortage of miners, braced itself to face 
an even greater demand caused by con- 
version from oil to coal. The press re- 
ported that the Belgian Government 
might ask the trade unions to suspend 
some aspects of the reduced work-week 
agreement in the early part of 1957 in 
an effort to increase production. 


Stee} production was estimated to 


with the petroleum shortage, and 





have been 530,000 metric tons, down 
from the alltime record of 570,000 
metric tons registered in October, ®ut 
well above the 490,000 metric tons reg- 
istered in November a year ago. 


Exports Increase 

Exports in October reached a new 
high for the year. Total exports for 
the Belgium-Luxembourg Economic 
Union (BLEU) were 14.2 billion francs, 
up 9 percent from September and 5 per- 
cent over October 1955. The total is 
only slightly under the record of 14.4 
billion francs established in December 
1955. 

The wholesale-price index for October 
reached its highest level since the end 
of 1952, jumping from 428 in September 
to 431 at the end of October (base 
year 1936-38=100), mineral products, 
particularly coal and coal derivatives, 
iron and steel, and rubber showing in- 
creases. The October figure was about 
3 percent above the figure of 420 regis- 
tered in October 1955. The retail-price 
index again rose slightly by the end of 
November to 104.8; a year ago, the in- 
dex stood at 102.1. The cost-of-living in- 
dex for October was 104.6, up 0.5 point 
from September and up 2.2 points from 
October 1955. 


Store Sales Up 


Department store sales were mark- 
edly affected by international develop- 
ments, particularly nonperishables— 
sales jumped 5 or 6 times above normal 
immediately following the French-Brit- 
ish landings in Suez. Although the situ- 
ation quieted somewhat in the latter 
half of the month, nonperishable sales 
for the entire month were still up 50- 
100 percent. Sales overall for the month 
were up in comparison with October 
and November 1955, but were sharply 
down for some goods—Christmas toys 
and luxury items, such as perfume— 
which normally have a_ considerable 
volume at this time of year. Purchas- 

(Continued on page 19) 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on 
export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 32 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications, 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department’s 

Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321, Post 
Office a4 

Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg., 66 
Luckie St. NW. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Mll., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 8S. Ervay St. 

Dedver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S. Post 
Office 7. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bidg. 

New Sctees 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

ease Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
t 


San Branciocs ll, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 

U. 8. Government section of phone book. 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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Superintendent of Documents and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Goe- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents, 
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Brazilian Industrial Expansion Active 


Plans for the establishment of several new industries in Brazil 


have been announced as follows: Sociedade Industrial de Minerais e 
Acidos SIMA will install a sulfuric-acid plant near Ouro Preto, Minas 
Gerais, to produce 125 tons of sulfuric acid a day from local sulfur 
pyrites; a Swedish group is to install a typewriter and calculator plant in 


Juiz da Fora, Minas Gerais; a French- 
German group will build a ball-bearing 
plant, which will utilize special steel 
imported from Europe; and Emerson 
television receivers, radios, and radio- 
phonographs will be produced at a plant 
to be built near Belo Horizonte. 

Plants have been inaugurated by the 
following companies: Shell (Brazil), 
Ltda., its lubricating-oil and grease 
plant at Ilha do Governador (Federal 
District) to produce about 1,500 tons of 
lubricants a year; SIKA S.A. its plant 
at Bonsucesso, State of Rio, to produce 
phthalic anhydride from the byproducts 
of the coking ovens of the Volta 
Redonda steel plant; the Mercedes-Benz 
do Brasil S.A. truck factory. near Sao 
Paulo, when the President of Brazil 
drove about the factory grounds on 
September 28 in the first diesel truck 
manufactured in the country. 


Mecanica Pesada S.A., on October 15, 
laid the cornerstone of its plant at 
Taubate, Sao Paulo, which eventually 
will produce petroleum equipment, 
heavy electric goods, and related items. 

The shortage of bank credit for use 
as working capital may have accelerated 
the seasonal downward trend of indus- 
trial activity in the third quarter of the 
year, However, inventories at wholesale 
and retail outlets appeared to be 
normal. The lack of mortgage money 
may have slowed construction activity 
in most metropolitan areas in Bazil, 
and the cement industry, particularly 
high-cost producers, apparently suffered 
from falling demand. 

The issuance of paper currency, 
which ceased in early July, was resumed 
in September. Paper currency in circu- 
lation at the end of October totaled 
75.6 billion cruzeiros, a net increase of 
696.6 million cruzeiros in September and 
1,198.7 million in October. The general 
level of prices continued to rise and 
credit continued tight throughout the 
country, with a sharp demand for 
funds to finance commercial operations 
and personal commitments. Collections 
were satisfactory, however, except in 
Bahia, where delays were increasing. 

Prices Increase Further 

The Ministry of Labor's cost-of-living 
index for the Federal District indicated 
a rise of 15 percent in the 4 months 
July-October and a rise of 30 percent 
since the end o* October 1955. The 
price rise on siapie foodstuffs through- 
out the country in recent months is 
reported to be at a rate even more 
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accelerated than the rise in the overall 
index for Rio de Janeiro, The cost of 
living in the Amazon Valley and the 
cost of exportable commodities produced 
in the region were expected to be af- 
fected by substantial increases in river 
transportation costs in that area, begin- 
ning at the end of September. 
Brazilian exports for the period 
January-August 1956 were valued at 
slightly more than $975 million, com- 


pared with $842 million for the corre- - 


sponding period of 1955. On the other 
hand, the value of imports declined in 
the period January-August, from $885 
million in 1955 to $637 million this year, 
reflecting officially imposed restrictions. 
Coffee exports in the first 10 months of 
1956 amounted to 13.8 million bags, ap- 
proximating total coffee exports in the 
yeag 1955. 

Exports of iron, manganese, and beryl 
ores in the first 6 months of 1956 were 
at a higher annual rate than in 1955, 
but shipments of columbite-tantalite and 
quartz crystal were at a lower rate, It 
appeared that iron-ore shipments in 
1956 would reach about 3 million metric 
tons, and manganese ore, about 300,000 
tons, excluding production from the 
Amapa deposits, shipments from which 
were expected to begin about the end 
of the year. 


New Drilling Rigs Added 

Six oil-well drilling rigs were in 
operation in the Amazon Valley by 
October, and PETROBRAS, the Gov- 
ernment petroleum monopoly, an- 
nounced that this number would be 
increased to 11 in 1957. More than 100 
foreign experts have been contracted to 
work in the region. Petroleum produc- 
tion in the Bahia fields was reported 
to have reached 17,000 barrels a day 
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by the end of September, and ship- 
ments of as much as 20,000 barrels a 


_day of crude to the refinery at Cubatao 


were expected by the end of the year. 

The extension of Brazilian petroleum 
refinery operations resulted in the. pro- 
duction of 14.2 million barrels of refined 
products in January-May 1956, more 
than half the total consumption of 
26.9 million barrels in the period. The 
proportions of domestic consumption 
supplied by Brazilian refineries were 85 
percent of gasoline other than for 
aviation, 80 percent of liquefied petro- 
leum gas, 54 percent of fuel oil, 21 per- 
cent of diesel oil, and 8 percent of 
kerosene. 

The new petroleum refinery at 
Manaus started commercial production 
in early September, prior to its official 
inauguration planned for December. 
The first crude oil to be processed was 
imported from Venezuela. 

A new 15,000-kilowatt thermoelectri- 
cal plant to supply light and power to 
the city of Belem was inaugurated in 
October by Forca e Luz do Para, S.A., 
a company in which the governments of 
the State of Para and the municipality 
of Belem are the principal shareholders. 
A significant improvement in the city’s 
industrial and business activities is ex- 
pected as a result of the power system’s 
modernization, and the company plans 
to increase the power potential to 
25,000-kilowatts by a project to be 
initiated in 1957. 

Storage Contracts Awarded 

The firm of Dinaco, Agencias e Com- 
missoes, Brzzilian representatives of 
Black, Sivalls & Bryson of Kansas City, 
Mo., was awarded the contract by the 
Pernambucan Department of Agricul- 
ture for the construction of a network 
of 11 cereal silos in the interior of the 
State at an estimated cost of 96 mil- 
lion eruzeiros, to be financed by loans 
from the Export-Import Bank and from 
the Brazilian National Bank of Eco- 
nomic Development. 

The Brazilian representative of the 
Italian firm, Nuove Reggione Officine 
Mechaniche Italiane, was awarded a 
46-million-cruzeiro contract to construct 
warehouses for the port of Recife. 
Construction of the port silos will 
depend upon the amount of credit 
granted by the National Bank of 
Economic Development, after the fi- 
nancing of the higher priority silos for 
the interior has been determined. 

An agreement has been reached be- 
tween the Commission of the Sao 
Francisco. Valley and the National 
Institute of Immigration and Coloniza- 
tion for developing the town of Petro- 
landia, some 30 kilometers above the 
Paulo Afonso dam on the Pernambucan 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Business Sluggish in Haiti; Drought _ Viet-Nam Takes Steps 
Damages Crops in Some Districts 


Haitian business did not experience the usual seasonal upturn 
in October, and a mid-November report of the National Bank of Haiti 
reflects the generally poor business conditions. 

Business firms were avoiding new commitments; collections were 


slow. The usual backlog of drafts 
anticipation of increased wholesale and 

retail trade did not materialize. These 

drafts ordjparily are held up for pre- 
sentation when the coffee marketing 
season begins in earnest in late Novem- 
ber and early December. 

The Haitian Coffee Bureau estimates 
that. total coffee exports will amount to 
309,000 bags (80 kilograms to a bag) 
for the 1956-57 season. If accurate, this 
will mean a 20-percent reduction from 
the 389,000 bags exported in the 1955- 
56 period. This estimate was made, 
however, before rains hit the central 
and southern parts of the country and 
reportedly damaged crops in these dis- 
tricts. The National Bank’s current 
estimate is for an export volume of 
only 275,000 bags. About 30 percent of 
the beans- will be small, 35 percent 
medium, and 15 percent large. 


Rainfall has been below normal in 
northern Haiti for some time. Reports 
concerning the extent and effects of 
the drought by area or by crop are 
incomplete and conflicting; but the 
production of bananas, beans, coffee, 
corn, pineapples, and sugar cane in the 
northern peninsula is said to be well 
below that of last year. 


By way of contrast, central and 
southern Haiti were hit with torrential 
rains for nearly a week at the end of 
October and beginning of November. 
Towns were flooded; highways, build- 
ings, and crops were destroyed. 

The Haitian Red Cross and private 
charitable oragnizations are providing 
relief to flood victims; and the Govern- 
ment has undertaken to provide seed, 
particularly red beans, to farmers in 
the devastated areas north and south. 

A shortage of staple foodstuffs, par- 
ticularly rice, occurred in Port-au- 
Prince. The Haitian Department of 
Commerce announced plans to import 
5,000 sacks of rice in October and No- 
vember to relieve the situation. 


Expanded Output Planned 

The Government, meanwhile, con- 
tinued plans to expand production of 
other Haitian crops. Seven hundred 
kilograms of cacao seed—about 30,000 
seeds—were imported by air from Trini- 
dad late in September to step up cacao 
production. The Government also plans 
to replant 400 hectares, about 990 acres, 
of hevea rubber in the Bayeux area 
totaling 700 hectares, about 1,730 acres. 
Production on the plantation currently 
totals about 400,000 pounds a year. 
Land unsuited for rubber trees will be 


4 


to cover merchandise imported in 





planted with 300,000 mahogany trees, 
of which 1,000 are already growing in 
nurseries, 


Preliminary estimates of the Gov- 
ernment’s position at the end of the 
fiscal year, September 30, indicate a 
deficit of $7.5 million. Government ex- 
penditures have been estimated at $38 
million and cash receipts at $30.5 mil- 
lion. The deficit has been financed by 
an extraordinary credit. authorization 
of $2.2 million in December 1955, an 
advance against anticipated receipts 
from a special coffee tax of $3.0 miihon, 
and a withdrawal from the Budgetary 
Reserve Fund of $1.2 million. 

Changes in the cash accounts and 
overdraft position of the Government 
account for $1.1 million. In view of 
the relatively stable prices and un- 


(Continued on page 20) ‘ 





Export Meetings Set in 
Boston, Philadelphia 


The second and third in the se- 
ries of meetings with the agricul- 
tural export trade (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 5, p. 22) are 
scheduled as _ follows: Boston, 
January 15, Sheraton Plaza Hotel, 
and Philadelphia, January 22, Cen- 
ter for International Visitors, 
Commercial Museum, Mth Street 
and Convention Avenue. 


Persons planning to attend and 
who have not so advised the 
Washington Office of the General 
Sales Manager, Commodity Stabi- 
lization Service, are requested to 
notify the Office of the General 
Sales Manager, Commodity Stabi- 
lization Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington 25, 
D. C., REpublic 7-4142, Extension 
4119. 


Information about the Boston 
meeting may also be obtained 
from the Boston Commodity Office 
of the Commodity Stabilization 
Service, 408 Atlantic Avenue, 
Boston 10, Mass., HAncock 6-0135 
(Mr. Lieberman). Information on 
the Philadelphia meeting may be 
obtained from the Office of the 
General Sales Manager at the 
Washington address. 











To Regu'ate Economy 


Major dev vpments in Viet-Nam in 
the third quarter of 1956 included steps 
taken toward the granting of preferen- 
tial treatment to nationals in various 
sectors of the economy, the accentua- 
tion of Government controls and police 
powers to regulate trading and impede 
speculation, and a shift in the last part 
of the quarter tcward a less favorable 
business climate, as the Government 
controls resulted in a depressing effect 


“on the business community. 


The Government introduced, new con- 
trols on the internal market, in addition 
to the licensing system of July 1. In 
September, it was announced that 
henceforth foreigners would be barred 
from 11 commercial activities (see For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 8, 1956, 
p. 7). Subsequent clarification by the 
Department of National Economy in- 
dicated that commissioned agents act- 
ing as importers would not be included 
among the prohibited foreign occupa- 
tions. This’ decree, combined with the 
law concerning the nationalization of 
Chinese born in Viet-Nam, indicates that 
the Government’s policy is to eliminate 
increasingly the foreign population from 
positions of control in the economy. 

The most far-reaching measure intro- 
duced by the Government in the quar- 
ter to regulate the economy was a de- 
cree consolidating price controls. Price 
controls were instituted in December 
1955, when the Secretary of State for 
the National Economy was authorized 
to fix prices on individual commodities. 
The new decree not only coordinates 
former controls under a unified system 
but covers all imported merchandise 
and includes all so-called “indispens- 
able” local products and services, such 
as coal, wood, paddy and rice products, 
and transportation. x 


Business Interests Affected 


This decree indicated the general 
framework of operation, provided that 
products and services would be subject 
to prices fixed in advance, prices with 
a controlled mark-up or those fixed by 
methods yet to be determined. On No- 
vember 1 an implementing decree de- 
scribed the method employed for fix- 
ing prices and listed specific profit per- 
centages for imported commodities and 
for certain local products. The last cate- 
gory requires that the price controls 
meet the approval of the National Con- 
trol Committee, which is composed of 
representatives of interested Govern- 
ment departments, business, and con- 
sumers. 

All business interests have been seri- 
ously affected by the new control meas- 
ures which, together with controls on 
business bookkeeping and correspond- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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BFC's 


World Trade Information Service 


Four series of reports on specific countries 


@ Part 1 — Economic Reports 


Basic information on the general economy ... 
economic developments . . . how to establish a 
business . . . the insurance situation. 


@ Part 2 — Operations Reports 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing and exchange 
controls . . . marking and labeling requirements 
. . « pharmaceutical regulations . . . pure food 
regulations . . . travelers’ baggage regulations 
. . . import tariff system . . » patent and trade- 
mark regulations. 


© Part 3 — Statistical Reports 


Statistics on U. S. trade with foreign countries 
. .. total export and import trade of the United 
States on a monthly basis . . . foreign trade of 
the countries of the world. 


® Part 4 — Utilities Abroad 


Developments in shipping . . . railways .. . 
aviation ... highways . . . electric power. 


Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the following Part(s) of the World Trade 
Information Service. 


[] Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
[] Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
[] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address). 
[] Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address). 
DR GBUURO. «..<i.cce: cecesceocessecistecccesescsceseressccoesescoccees bocesesiesvcostesuasancessteatieadeessiunessnespeoenainans 
Gi asaseecsescisencoeoccsocvescceseenss cmsinlvtnessiancaaaeoeeststnae Snail State............... 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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Inflationary Forces in 
Chile Cause Pessimism 


Pessimism in Chile regarding the 
chantes of. the economic stabilization 
program’s success was growing in Octo- 
ber, largely because of new Govern- 
ment measures which were expected to 
lead to greater inflation. 


Inflationary tendencies were mani- 
fested in price increases. Short supply 
in certain foodstuffs, coupled with a 
certain reawakening of the inflationary 
psychology, put sufficient pressure on 
prices to drive the Government's cost- 
of-living index up 5.1 percent. While 
this was lower than either the August 
(5.2 percent) or September (7.2 per- 
cent) increases, it was still high, com- 
ing after 9 months of anti-inflation ef- 
forts. 

The railroad rate increase of 55 per- 
cent effective October 1 began to be 
felt; potatoes, for example, went from 
40 pesos a kilogram to 95 pesos. Truck 
produce beginning to enter the market 
was priced about 100° percent over a 
year ago. Artificial shortages appeared 
in tea, rice, and flour as merchants held 
them off the market in expectation of 
price increases. 


Business Depressed 


Business in~ general remained de- 
pressed, and the money supply did not 
increase at an unusual rate. The trading 
community reported a slight upturn in 
activity in some lines as inventories 
were finally reduced to a point at which 
new orders had to be placed with im- 
porters and producers, but, while the 
feeling seemed to prevail that the worst 
of the business slump was past, little 
real change occurred. ‘ 

Commercial bank loans and loans b 
the Banco del Estado. increased by 2 
percent in September, a rate equal to 
the average in the preceding 2 months. 
Central Bank monetary issue actually 
decreased by 5 percent in October, from 
65.6 billion pesos to 62.4 billion, as a 
result of an upturn in the latter half 
of the month in the net balance of im- 
porter deposits and other similar nega- 
tive factors. 

Meanwhile, future inflationary pres- 
sures were becoming more certain and 
more serious as one Government meas- 
ure after another was prepared pro- 
viding for pay increases to be financed, 
at least in the short run, largely 
through monetary issue. On October 8, 
Government bills calling for a bonus to 
public employees, and the reinstitution 
of time-in-service allowances in the 
armed services, joined the family al- 
Jowance increase bill already in Con- 
gress. 

The thrée measures were expected to 
cost about 8 billion pesos this year, 
and .the financing proposed is highly 

(Continued on page 17) 














FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Taiwan Government Extends Preferential 
Exchange Rate to Investors From Overseas 


The Republic of China in an effort to stimulate capital investment 
from abroad has approved use of its preferential exchange rate for 
remittances made by oversea Chinese and other foreign nationals for 


approved investments in Taiwan. 

Applicable in the past mainly 
personnel expenditures, the preferential 
rate is related to the open-market rate 
and is now NT$34 to US$1. Investment 
remittances made by oversea investors 
formerly were treated as ordinary in- 
ward remittances and converted at the 
rate of NT$24.68 to US$1. 

Early in 1956, to offset the wide gap 
between the inward remittance rate 
and the open-market rate for U. S. cur- 
rency, the Government permitted in- 
vestors to import certain semiluxury 
items for resale at a considerable profit, 
and the proceeds were deposited in the 
Bank of Taiwan subject to withdrawal 
for stipulated investment purposes. Pro- 
cedural involvements, however, together 
with the fact that the proceeds were 
earmarked primarily for construction 
and were not available for working 
capital, limited the scope of this action’s 
effectiveness. 

The new measure is likely to increase 
the amount of inward - remittances. 
Moreover, it may résult in simplification 
of investment procedures, provide work- 
ing capital, and reduce import of semi- 
luxury goods, sanctioned under the 
earlier measure. 

Since 1951, direct investments in Tai- 
wan by oversea Chinese have amounted 
to $443 million and investments by 
other foreign nationals to $9.77 million, 
including $9.72 million in the form of 
loans. 





Belgian Transmission Tax 


Lowered for Some Products 
Belgium has reduced its transmission, 
or transaction, tax, which applies to 
both imported and domestic goods, on 
various food, textile, and tobacco 
products. 
The reductions took effect on October 


25 and will continue in force until De- 
cember 31, 1957. 


Items of particular interest to Ameri- 
can exporters include reductions from 
10 percent to 5 percent on fresh or- 
anges, lemons, and grapefruit; canned 
meat products, tomato juices and 
purees; canned asparagus and other 
canned vegetables. The tax on husked 
rice is cut from 4 percent to 1 percent, 
and that on cigarettes from 4.2 percent 
to 1 percent. Cotton fabrics, pure or 
containing at least 50 percent cotton, 
are reduced from 11 percent to 1 per- 
cent.—U. S. Embassy, Brussels, 


6 


to diplomatic and. American official 





Belgium National Bank 
Raises Discount Rate 


The National Bank of Belgium in- 
creased its discount rate from 3 to 3.5 
percent, effective December 6. 


Principal considerations influencing 
the Bank’s action were more technical 
than anti-inflationary. High interest 
rates in other countries had affected 
the long-term interest rate in Belgium, 
a country which has no restrictions on 
international movement of capital and 
as a result it was considered necessary 
to raise the short-term rate. 


Recent changes in Belgium’s balance- 
of-payments position made it possible 
to increase the discount rate without 
aggravating the  balance-of-payments 
surplus. Monthly balance-of-payments 
surpluses within the iramework of the 
European Payments Union have tended 
to grow smaller, and there has been a 
persistent outflow of short-term capital 
since the first of November. 

Inasmuch as there has been no alarm- 
ing expansion of credit to the econ- 
omy’s business sector by either the Na- 
tional Bank or the private banks, the 
discount rate increase is not considered 
an antiinflationary move as such. Bel- 
gian financial circles, however, see in 
the raise an indication that the Na- 
tional Bank considers inflationary 
forces at work within the economy. 





Germany Opens Quotas 
For Kraft Products 


The German Government has 
announced that it would accept 
from December 10 to 22 applica- 
tions for import of kraft card- 
board and kraft liners from the 
United States and Canada and 
that after expiration of that pe- 
riod it would continue to accept 
applications until,a value quota 
of 4 million German marks, or 
about US$95,240, has been utilized, 
but not after March 31, 1957. 

Delivery terms up to 8 months 
are acceptable. Products imported 
under this arrangement may not 
be reexported.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 











Government Newsprint 
Control Over in U. K. 


All statutory controls over distribu- 
tion and use of newsprint in the United 
Kingdom were ended on December 9, 
and the Board of Trade’s power to im- 
pose controls on paper under Defense 
regulations No. 55 will end on January 1. 

Newspapers voluntarily have taken 
over the present system of control for 
the next six months, and for 12 weeks 
beginning December 9 the big news- 
papers will have a trial period of free- 
dom from page limitation. 

The president of the Board of Trade 
had wanted to end Government control 
of newsprint in March of last year but 
upon recommendation of the Newsprint 
Supply Company, which controls distri- 
bution of newsprint to United Kingdom 
newspapers, Government control was 
continued until the papers could reach 
agreement ona voluntary form of ra- 
tioning which would insure fair distri- 
bution of available supplies to all news- 
papers. 

Freeing of newsprint from Govern- 
ment control is not expected to lead to 
an increase in consumption, as indica- 
tions are that in the next 6 months sup- 
plies will about equal consumption at its 
present level. 





Pakistan Import Plan 
Shows Little Change 


Continuation of the same basic pat- 
tern of imports, with a slight reduction 
in number of commodities for which im- 
port licenses will be granted, is indi- 
cated in a preliminary announcement of 
Pakistan’s import policy for 6 months 
beginning January 1. 

Items added to the importable list 
include cotton yarn, mustard seed and 
oil, agar wood, and tallow. 

Among the 19 items deleted from the 
importable list are firearms, musical 
instruments, phonograph records, razor 
blades, and woolen fabrics. 

Licenses for items listed are valid 
for import from ali countries, except 
for 44 items which may be imported 
only from France. Thirty-nine items 
may be imported by industrial con- 
sumers only. 





The Peruvian temporary 20-percent 
ad valorem surtax on f. o. b. value of 
some textile imports put into effect on 
November 29 is to remain until De- 
cember 31, 1957. 


The extension date was given only 
as December 31 in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, December 3, 1956, page 11. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Saudi Arabia Changes 
Income, Other Tax Laws 


The Saudi Arabian Government has 
amended its income tax law, which is 
applicable only to foreigners, and its 
zakah, or religious, tax law, applicable 
only to Saudi subjects and companies, 
and has established a temporary special 
levy for national defense, applicable 
only to Saudi subjects and other Arabs 
working in the Kingdom. 

Under the income tax amendment, 
tax-exempt income is reduced from 
20,000 riyals to 5,000 riyals and tax 
rates are increased on a progressive 
scale. Formerly a flat 5 percent, the 
rate now amounts to 5 percent on in- 
come up to 20,000 riyals, 10 percent on 
the next segment of income up to 50,000 
riyals, and 20 percent on all income 
over 50,000 riyals. This tax will be col- 
lected by the employer. 

The tax on net profits of foreign com- 
panies operating in Saudi Arabia except 
the Arabian-American Oil Co., which is 
covered in a special supplement to the 
tax law, is increased from a flat 20 per- 
cent to a progressive tax ranging as 
high as 40 percent on net profits exceed- 
ing 1 million riyals a year. 

The special national defense levy, or 
al-Jihad, announced by a Royal decree of 
October 19 and effective November 4, is 
levied at rates ranging from 3 percent 
on all income below 400 riyals a month 
to 7 percent on amounts over 12,000 
riyals a month. Workmen earning 200 
riyals or less monthly are exempt from 
paying this tax.—U. S, Embassy, Jidda. 





More Sequestration Laws 
From Egypt Available 


Egyptian military proclamations deal- 
ing with sequestration of Australian 
assets, as well as assets other than 
British or French, issued on November 
1, have been received by the U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 


The regulations permit Egyptian au- 
thorities to take over the assets of 
interned persons and others suspected 
of activities inimical to Egypt in the 
present declared emergency. 

A number of firms representing U. S. 
products have been sequestered under 
these regulations. 

Unofficial translations of the procla- 
mations, as well as an earlier proclama- 
tion pertaining to sequestration of 
British and French assets may be 
obtained from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
the Department’s local Field Offices, 


December 31, 1956 


Syria Raises Taxes and Duties 


Syria as a means of raising funds for school and civil defense ex- 
penditures has raised a number of taxes and fees. 

To obtain funds~for school lands and buildings provision is made, 
under law No. 222 of March 31, for increases in direct and indirect taxes, 
registration fees, and municipal taxes as follows (1 Syrian pound (£S) of 


100 piasters=about US$0.28) : 


One-half percent on value of products sub- 
ject to Agricultural Production tax. 


10 percent on municipal tax on gasoline, 
kerosene, and other petroleum products. 


15 piasters per liter on domestic alcoholic 
drinks other than beer. 


7.5 pilasters per liter on domestic beer. 


40 piasters per liter on foreign alcoholic 
drinks. 


15 piasters per liter on foreign beer. 


5. percent on taxes on real estate, temettu 
(rent), and income. 


2 percent on levied customs duties. 


1% piaster per kilowatt on consumed elec- 
tricity. 


5 percent of total fees on new buildings, 
paeeies. inspection, and sewage fees not 
ncluded. 


£S10 per license granted by municipalities 
to various industries. 


£810 per license granted to factories and 
mills ge machinery, plus £Sl per 
horsepower unit. 

£S25 annually per private motor vehicle. 

£S15 annually per public passenger car. 

£S5 annually per motorcycle. 


10 percent of municipal fees fixed by 
municipal financial law. 


10 percent of consumption tax. 


Funds to finance an £818 million ap- 
propriation for civil defense are raised, 
under law No. 243 of May 5, by placing 
additional taxes on basic taxes and fees 
for a period of 1 year ending May 5, 
1957: 


Direct taxes and similar fees 


20 percent on real estate tax; 20 percent 
on tax on industrial, commercial, and non- 
commercial trades; 10 percent on temettu 
(rent) tax; 10 percent on livestock tax. 


10 percent on minerals and quarries tax; 
10 percent on hirasah (guards) tax; 10 pe - 
cent on land delimitation and survey 4 
10 percent on tax on lands irrigated by 
Government irrigation nets; 20 percent on 
inheritance, will, and donations tax. 


Indirect taxes and fees 


10 percent on petroleum products taxes; 20 
percent on alcohol tax; 10 percent on sugar 
tax. 

5 piasters on cigarette ac es whose 
value is between and 100 pilasters; 10 
piasters on cigarette packages whose value 
exceeds 100 piasters. 


100 piasters per ton on cement consump- 





Israel-Bulgaria Pact Sets 


$1.5 Million Trade Each Way 


Annual exchange of geods between 
Israel and Bulgaria under an extended 
and modified trade agreement is to be 
maintained at the former value of 
US$1.5 million in each direction. 

Israel imports from Bulgaria under 
the agreement are expected to include 
relatively large quantities of beechwood 
and draft horses, while its high-priority 
exports to that country will consist of 
tires, steel, and aluminum pipe. 

The agreement, now extended, was 
concluded between the countries on De- 
cember 20, 1954.—U. S. Embassy, Tel 
Aviv. 





tion tax; 10 percent on entertainment tax; 


10 percent on Itural production tax; 18 
percent on customs duties. 
Registration Fees ’ 


10 percent on real estate transfer and re. 
istration fees; 10 percent on fiscal fees; 

recent on motor vehicle tax and traffic-con- 
rol fees for 1957. 


10 percent on — security, 10 percent on 
genet fees. 15 percent on foreign trade 
—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 
Unofficial translations of these laws 
may be obtained on loan from Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices, or 
from its Near Eastern and African Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Germany Expected To 
Lower Import Duties 


A new comprehensive German import 
tariff reduction, to counteract the Fed- 
eral Republic’s extreme creditor posi- 
tion within the European Payments 
Union, is expected in January, the Fed- 
eral Ministry of Economics has stated. 

Detailed information on the plan and 
the commodities involved is not yet 
available. It is understood, however, 
that provision will be made for duty 
exemption of all goods imports of which 
do not exceed 1 percent of domestic 
production and of goods exports of which 
equal 25 percent or more of domestic 
production, Other tariff positions would 
be reduced selectively and gradually. 


German press reports indicate that 
reductions in fiscal charges also are 
being considered for the first time. No 
decision has been reached, according to 
the reports, on whether tariffs on such 
items as oil, coffee, and cocoa should be 
lowered or whether a reduction of the 
excise tax on these items would be pref- 
erable.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Brazil Changes Cigar Taxes 


Brazilian consumption taxes on cigars 
are to be substantially reduced except 
for the most expensive brands. 

On cigars of domestic manufacture 
the new rates will range from 5 percent 
to 30 percent of the retail price, depend- 
ing upon the price bracket, whereas 
imported cigars will be taxed at the sin- 
gle rate of 30 percent. 

The new rates, provided for by law 
No. 2928, will go into effect on January 
1.—U. S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 

















WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Montreal-Company Wants Licensor 


Foresteel Products, Ltd., manufacturer of sheet metal and plate 
work, is interested in the manufacture under license of any type of prod- 
uct in steel 9a Rey Ble from one inch to the smallest thickness, 

e 


preferably in th 


eld of industrial use. In addition, the firm would be 


receptive to U. S. investment proposals and would consider selling the 


controlling interest in the company. 


Foresteel Products reportedly oper- 


ates three plants or assembly shops 
handling light-gage sheet-metal and 
plate work. Representative items in- 
clude smokestacks, boilers, warm-air oil 
heaters, low-pressure water heaters, 
stainless-steel vessels, materials-han- 
dling equipment, pressure vessels, gear 
guards, cabs for industrial shovels, etc. 

The company is operating on a two- 
shift basis and the management con- 
siders that much more ‘business could 
be handled if additional plant capacity 
were available. The company, said to 
be well organized and to possess ade- 
quate technical and production facili- 
ties for expansion, indicates that if 
planned programs are carried out gross 
business volume could readily be in- 
creased to $8 to $10 million annually. 


Montreal, the largest metropolitan 
area in Canada, is an important indus- 
trial center with great growth poten- 
tial; for this reason, the region offers 
substantial opportunities for sheet- 
metal and plate operations. Sheet- 
metal and plate work produced in that 
area has price advantages over im- 
ported material because of the freight 
factor and low Quebec labor costs. 


A list of the company’s machines as 
well as photographs showing the major 
items produced are available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 





Consuitant Firm in Colombia 
Offers Service to Investors 


Hirschman & Kalmanoff, an Ameri- 
can economic consulting firm in Colom- 
bia, offers its economic advisory services 
to American investors and traders. 


Principal members of the firm report- 
edly have served as economic advisers 
to the Planning Office of the Govern- 
ment of Colombia for a number of 
years. 


U. S. companies in need of market 
studies and economic advisory services 
in connection with investing and trading 
activities are invited to correspond di- 
rectly with Hirschman & Kalmanoff, 
Apartado Aereo 7247, Bogota, Colombia. 

Supplemental data concerning activi- 
ties of Hirschman & Kalmanoff may be 
obtained upon request from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 





merce, Washington’ 25, D. C. A World 
Trade Directory report on Foresteel 
Products, Ltd., also is available to quali- 
fied U. S. companies from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Foresteel Products, 
Ltd., 2405 Ville Marie Street, Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada. 


Working Agreements 
Sought in France 


Two equipment manufacturers in 
France would like to conclude working 
agreements with U. S. producers. 

@ Robert Amiand, wholesaler, re- 
tailer, and manufacturers’ agent of con- 
struction and marine equipment, is in- 
terested in licensing arrangements with 
U. S. manufacturers of related products, 
particularly machinery for use by pub- 
lic-works contractors. 

Mr. Amiand owns and operates a 
plant in the Vendee department, on the 
Atlantic coast, reportedly covering an 
area of 10,000 square meters, including 
4,500 meters under shelter. The plant 
possesses warehousing facilities and all 
necessary equipment for repair and con- 
struction work. 


Correspondence may be addressed to 
Robert Amiand, Atelier et Chantiers 
des Sables, Olonne-sur-Mer, Les Sables 
d’Olonne, Vendee, France. A World 
Trade Directory report on _ Robert 
Amiand is available to qualified U. S. 
companies from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 

@ Etablissements Parent, manufactur- 
ers and wholesalers of industrial heat- 
ing, ventilating, and air-conditioning 
equipment, etc., is interested in con- 
cluding licensing arrangements with 
U. S. manufacturers of air-conditioning 
equipment an@ apparatus for industrial 
or home use. The French firm also is 
interested in obtaining a general agency 
for these products, 


Etablissements Parent wishes to ex- 
port to the United States some of its 
patented apparatus, such as industrial 
heating and ventilating equipment, and 
boilers, particularly Steambloc steam- 
boilers, and Wanson hot-air type indus- 
trial heaters. 

Interested U. S. firms are invited to 
write direct to Establissements Parent, 
Boulevard du Midi, Nerac, Lot-et- 





Three Firms in England 
Ask License Agreements 


Three new proposals from England 
offer U. S. investors an opportunity to 
enter into licensing agreements with 
manufacturers of photogravure ma- 
chinery, electromechanical devices, and 


sheet-metal products. Well qualified per- 
sonnel and adequate plant facilities are 
said to be available to all three firms. 

@ Bemrose & Sons, Ltd., letterpress, 
gravure, and _ lithographic printers, 
would like to exchange technical data 
with a related U. S. firm. The English 
company reportedly has developed a 
gravure for reel and single wraps, and 
is particularly interested in developing 
under a licensing arrangement a process 
for carton and label printing for use by 
the packaging industry. 

J. M. Bemrose, managing director of 
the firm, P. O. Box 32, Midland Place, 
Derby, is inviting correspondence from 
interested U. S. firms for complete de- 
tails of this proposal. 


@ H. Frost & Co. Ltd., electrical and 
mechanical manufacturing engineers, is 
interested in a licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. manufacturer of electro- 
mechanical devices having a high labor 
content. The company engages in the 
manufacture of small assemblies made 
of pressings and die castings, and re- 
portedly has facilities for electroplating 
and enameling. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with A. W. Moss, manag- 
ing director, Fieldgate, Walsall, Staffs. 


@ Midland Sheet Metal Workers 
(Nottingham), Ltd., sheet-metal work- 
ers and light engineers, wishes to obtain 
patents, processes, and possibly machin- 
ery of a specialized nature for the pro- 
duction under license of sheet-metal 
products up to 10 S.W.G. mild steel. 
Facilities are available for electric arc, 
spot, and oxyacetylene welding, profile 
cutting, etc. The company employs ap- 
proximately 45 specialized sheet-metal 
workers and engineers. 

Correspondence may be directed to 
L. J. Bailey, managing director, Harri- 
mans Lane, Dunkirk, Nottingham. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
these firms are available to qualified 
U. S. companies for $1 each from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 





partment of Commerce, Washington 
am, BD. C. 
Garonne, France, regarding catalogs, 


price lists, etc. A World Trade Direc- 
tory report on the French firm also is 
available to qualified U. S. companies 
from the BFC’s Commercial Intelligence 
Division for $1, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Australian Firm Seeks 
Roofing Compound 


Stramit Boards (W.A.) Pty., Ltd, 
manufacturers of heavy-duty fiber roof- 
ing and wallboards, is interested in 
communicating with a U. S. -manufac- 
turer of a treatment which would pro- 
vide a waterproof, acid-resistant and 
noninflammable protective covering for 
roofing and wallboard. 


The Australian firm wishes a sales 
agency for the whole of Australia, with 
the expectation of manufacturing the 
material under license at a later date. 

The company is particularly inter- 
ested in a liquid preparation which dries 
to a hard finish and can be manufac- 
tured in a variety of colors. The mate- 
rial also should be suitable for. use in 
the climatic conditions experienced in 
Perth, Australia, which is comparable 
to Southern California. Frosts are infre- 
quent and no part of Perth experiences 
heavy freezing conditions. The average 
annual rainfall is reported at between 
5 and 50 inches, with temperatures 
ranging up to 115° in isolated centers. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Stramit Boards 
(W.A.) Pty., Ltd., 148 Adelaide Terrace, 
Perth, Australia. A copy of the brochure 
describing the firm's products is avail- 
able for review on loan from the In- 
vestment Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Australian firm is in preparation 
and may be requested by qualified U. S. 
companies from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, for $1. 
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December 31, 1956 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Steel Sheets and Rails, Phone Equipment 
Art Paper, Other Items Wanted Overseas 


The following governments, through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential inter- 


est to U. S. suppliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bidding instructions and specifications, 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Australia 

Lightning arresters including 
ports, 14, and surge counters for 330- 
kilovolt system for the power station 
and Upper Tumut switching station; 
bids invited until February 12, 1957, by 
the Superintendent of Stores and Sup- 
ply, Snowy Moumtains Hydro-Electric 
Authority, Stores and Supply Branch, 
Goulburn Street, Surrey Hills, Sydney, 
N. S. Ws or Box 4900 G. P. O. Sydney. * 

A copy of the tender documents may 
be purchased for Af1l (A£1—US$2.24), 
from the named authority, telegraphic 
address: Snowyelectric, Sydney, 


Ceylon 

Galvanized steel plain sheets, 14,395, 
in 8 different categories; bids invited 
until February 26, 1957, by the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of Finance, 
P. O. Box 500, Colombo. Tender sched- 
ules are available at the Ceylon Em- 


bassy, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D. C.* : 


Pure white double-sided, dull-finished 
art paper, 850 reams; bids invited until 
February 26, 1957, by the Chairman, 
Tender Board, Ministry of Finance, 
P. O. Box 500, Colomho.* 


Greece 


Anesthetic ampoules for use in den- 
tistry as follows: 100,000 ampoules of 
novocaines with adrenalin, and 50,000 
ampoules of novocaine; bids invited un- 
til January 31, 1957, by the Institute 
of Social Insurance, 4 Kapodistriou 
Street, Athens.* 


India 


Steel rails, manganese, 51,770 long 
tons; bids invited until January 14, 
1957, by the Iron and Steel Controller, 
Ministry of Heavy Industries, Govern- 
ment of India, 33; Netaji Subhas Road, 
Calcutta.* 


Insulating materials for hot water 
and steam pipes,.in accordance with 
specifications, conditions, and contract 
forms available at the Chancery of the 
Iranian Embassy, 3005 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C.; bids 
invited until February 9, 1957. 

One complete trailer-pump set; bids 


sup- 





invited until January 22 by the Iranian 
Tobacco Monopoly, Tehran.* 


Iraq 

Supply and delivery, erection, and 
supervision of operation of 132-kilovolt, 
66-kilovolt, 11-kilovolt, and 66-kilovolt 
switchgear and associated equipment 
for the substations of Dibis, Erbil Mo- 
sul, Hammam al Alil, Kirkuk, Su- 
laimaniyah, and Sarchinar in northern 
and Baghdad in central Iraq; bids in- 
vited until February 25, 1957, by the 
Directorate General of Legal Affairs 
and Contracts, Ministry of Develop- 
ment, Development Board, Baghdad. 

Tender documents may be inspected 
until January 28 at the Embassy of 
Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C.* 


New Zealand 


Multichannel open wire carrier tele- 
phone equipment system, specification 
No. 4148; bids invited until January 17, 
1957, by the Stores Manager’s Office, 
State Hydroelectric Department, P. O. 
Box 8025, Wellington C. 1.* 

One high-speed paper folding ma- 
chine, specification No. 1347; bids in- 
vited until January 29 by the Govern- 
ment Printing and Stationery Depart- 
ment, Private Bag, Government Build- 
ings P. O., Wellington.* 

Copies of these specifications are 
available for review on loan from the 
New Zealand Government Trade Com- 
missioner, 1145-19th Street N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 


Rhodesia 


Telephone equipment as follows: 200,- 
000 Ibs. of %” stay wire, item No. 3370; 
5,000 stay pegs, item No. 3371; 12 radio- 
telephone-radiotelegraph transmitter 
receivers, item No. 3373; bids invited 
until January 11, 1957, by the Controller 
of Stores and Transport, P. O. Box 8048, 
Causeway, Southern Rhodesia.* 





The Export-Import Bank confirms 
that talks have been initiated between 
the Bank and the British Government 
on the establishment of a loan against 
securities in the form of a line of credit 
to finance the acquisition of U,. S. 
products, 





Butter exports from Ireland for the 
first half of 1956 declined sharply to 
512,000 pounds from 2.2 million pounds 
exported in the like period of 1955, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 
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NATO Plans Projects in 
France, Italy, Norway 


Five new projects, 1 in France, 3 in 
Italy, and 1 in Norway have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The French project, estimated at $1,- 
717,400, calls for work on three air- 
fields as follows: Lure-Malbouhans, 
construction of munitions depot, elec- 
trification and ground lighting; Luxeuil- 
Saint Sauveur, construction of muni- 
tions depot and petroleum products de- 
pot; Mirecourt, construction of water 
tank and water distribution network, 
munitions depot and petroleum prod- 
ucts depot, fencing and ground light- 
ing installations. Interested firms 
should register their intention to bid 
before January 3 with the French Dele- 
gation to NATO, Palais de Chaillot, 
Paris. 

One Italian project, estimated at 
$104,000, involves construction of air 
conditioning and ventilation facilities 
and doors for underground installations 
at La Spezia. Interested firms should 
submit their requests for bid invita- 
tions before January 5 to the Ministero 
difesa Marina, Direzione Generale del 
Genio Militare per la Marina, Divisione 
Amministrativa, Rome, enclosing infor- 
mation on their qualifications and refer- 
ring to project No. 025. 

The second Italian project calls for 
construction of buildings for an airbase 
at Decimomannu, at an estimated cost 
of $3,280,000. Included are all civil engi- 
neering works and internal utilities, and 

(Continued on page 13) 


Bidders Encouraged To Order 
Daura Refinery Program Data 


Prospective bidders for the Daura Oil 
Refinery expansion are invited to re- 
quest copies of “Clarification of and 
Supplement to Tender Documents of 
Daura Refinery Expansion ®rogram” 
from the Director General of Govern- 
ment Oil Refineries Administration, 
Baghdad. 


The bid invitation for this project was 


announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, October 29, 1956, page 13. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


Bids for the preparation of a general 
study on irrigation of the Euphrates 
Valley in Syria now will be accepted 
until January 15, 1957, by the Ghab 
Project Administration, Damascus, 

This bid invitation was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 15, 
1956, page 12, 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business connec- 
tions in the United States. While every 
effort is made to include only firms or 
individuals of good repute, the U. S. 
Department of Commerce cannot as- 
sume responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms, 

World Trade Directory repérts on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. liowever, 
the usual precautions should be caken; 
all transactions are subject to ;. evail- 
ing laws and regulations in this intry 
and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, prite lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France ® 

A. & R. Barriere Freres (wholesaler, 
exporter), 43 Cours du Medoc, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to export direct 
—but will consider agent—large quan- 
tities of very good to high quality 
bordeaux classified and vintage red and 
white wines in glass bottles containing 
0.75 liter each; also in wooden casks. 
Also Burgundy wines. 





Boiler Equipment 


Germany 

Heerdter Economiser GmbH (manu- 
facturer, exporter of economizers (water 
preheaters for boilers), suction plants, 
air heaters, armatures, and boiler ac- 
cessories; general machine and ap- 
paratus construction; production of 
complete rolling-mill machines and 
parts, rolling scaffolds, base plates, 
installation pieces, circular saws, air 
cylinders, components. for hydraulic 
presses, etc.), 15-17 Raeisholzer Werft- 
strasse, Duesseldorf-Holthausen, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
economizers for steam boilers. Illus- 
trated and descriptive leaflet in German 
available.* . 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts 


Union of South Africa 

Charter Products (manufacturer of 
toys; export agent), Jamena House, 162 
Long Market St., Cape Town, wishes 


to export direct on outright sales basis 
to distributors or wholesalers hand- 
carved wooden figures and masks of 
native African production, 


Electrical Supplies 


Sweden 
AB. Vikarbyverken (manufacturer, 
exporter), Export Sales Office, 72 


Kungsgatan, Stockholm, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent copper 
line taps for current transmission. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Leather 


Australia 

Campbell Tanneries Pty., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer), 41 Birmingham St., Sydney, 
wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents, in dozen lots, first-* 
second-, and third-grade chamois leath- 
ers manufactured from first-class 
Australian lambskins and tanned by cod 
oil) method. 


Mica 
India 


Electro Mica Co. (export merchant; 
manufacturer of mica kindred prod- 
ucts), Giridih, Eastern Railway, Bihar, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
all grades and qualities of block-cut 
mica; condenser-cut mica; discs, wash- 
ers, and mica powder. 


Printers’ 


Germany 

Walter Hopf (manufacturer, export- 
er), Gundelfingen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent printers’ tools, 
including quoins, chases, and imposing 
tables. 


Religious Articles 
Belgium 
Mik Decoration (manufacturer), 130 


Tools 





Greece Invites Bids on 
Hotel Operation 


The Pension and Welfare Fund 
of the Personne] of the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Greece, 4 Filellinon 
Street, Athens, is inviting bids until 
February 22, 1957, for the opera- 
tion and management for 20 years 
of a hotel to be situated at the 
corner of El. Venizelos and Criezo- 
tou Streets, Athens. 

The proposed hotel will have 
216 rooms and, reportedly, will be 
a commercial type, first-class 
hotel, of modern architecture. 

A detailed prospectus, including 
architectural drawings of the pro- 
posed hotel, is available for review 
on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
am DO. G 
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Chausse de Bruxelles, Ledeberg-Ghent, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent religious and decorative doll- 
sized Madonnas, 


Textiles 
Denmark 


Brdr, Volkerts Fabriker A/S (im- 
porter of raw materials for own use; 
manufacturer, wholesaler of woolen 
yarns, woolen piece goods, woolen rugs, 
and carpets), Kolding, wishes to export 
direct or through agent high-quality 
woolen lap robes and carpets. 


India 

T. S. Hajee Moosa & Co. (exporter, 
importer, wholesaler), 95 Godown 
Street, Madras 1, wishes to export 
direct large quantities of fine, medium, 
or coarse cotton Madras handloom 
fabrics in fast or bleeding colors, pre- 
shrunk, and in pieces of any length. 
Warp 18 x 19, filling 30, 48 threads per 
14 -in. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Building Materials 





India 

Indra & Co. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer), 256 Upper Chitpore 
toad, Calcutta, wishes to purchase 


direct iron and steel building materials. 


Clothing 
France 


Etablissements G.A.R. (Jean Simon) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter, 
potential importer of protection and 
safety equipment, and sporting goods), 
174 Route de Bordeaux, Brive, Correze, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for good-quality and medium- 
priced plastic-coated protection gloves 
and mittens—canvas, coated with vinyl, 
polyvinyl, or neoprene—for industrial 
and other uses. Quantities will be stated 
upon receipt of descriptive literature 
and price lists. 


Feedstuffs 
Germany 

Werhahn & Nauen (importer of soy- 
beans, peanuts, linseed, copra, palm 


kernels; manufacturer of oil, fats, feed- 
ing products; exporter of feeding 
projects), Neuss a. Rh., wishes to pur- 
chase direct oilseeds, including soybeans, 
linseed, peanuts, and copra. 


Foodstuffs 

France 

Eeltje Postma (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, commission merchant of 
dairy products, foodstuffs, and dried 
fruits), 23 rue Vauban, Bordeaux 


Gironde, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency from U. S. producers of 
very good quality dried whole milk, 
dried skim milk, and principally butter. 
Quantities will be stated upon receipt 
of price quotations, 
Switzerland 

Weber & Co. (importer, commission 


December 31, 1956 





Argentine Group in U. S. 
To Buy Tractogs 


A commercial mission of the 
Province of Misiones in Argentina 
(Mision Comercial de la Provincia 
de Misiones, Posadas, Misiones) is 
now in the United States for a 
visit of 2 to 3 months. 


Headed by Jose S. Pedrotti, the 
Mission is interested in heavy 
agricultural machinery — particu- 
larly tractors—and may be 
reached c/o Argentine Consulate, 
New York, New York. The group 
plans to visit New York; New 
Orleans; Nashville, Tenn.; Long- 
view, Tex.; and the agricultural 
experimental districts in Alabama, 
Georgia, and Florida. 











merchant, agent of shelled almonds and 
hazelnuts), 11 Frohburgstrasse, Zurich 
6, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for a minimum quantity of 15 
metric tons of all types of California 
almonds, including broken (latter suit- 
able for Swiss chocolate industry), 
Hardware 
Venezuela 

Hojafan, C. A= (manufacturer of 
plastic articles), Edificio Camara de 
Comercio, Avenida Este 2, Aptdo. 5336, 


Este, Caracas, wishes to purchase direct 
metal connections for garden hoses, etc. 


Machinery 
Italy 

Angelo’ Tringale & Figli (exporter of 
citrus fruit), 31 .Via Ventimiglia, 


Catania, wishes to buy 1 machine for 
weighing produce, and 1 packing ma- 
chine. Firm is interested in receiving 
bids on a combination machine, as well 
as bids on 2 separate machines, 


Musical Instruments 
Belgium 

Robert Van Linthout (manufacturer, 
importer, retailer of musical instru- 
ments and accessories), 28 rue Saxe- 
Cobourg, Brussels, wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency from U._S. 
manufacturer of musical instruments— 
including wind instruments such as 
clarinets, trombones, saxophones, and 
trumpets—and accessories, 


Plastic Goods 
France 


Midi-Caoutchouc (Midi-Plastiques) 
(wholesaler, distributor, retailer of 
industrial supplies), 13 Place Esquirol, 
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, wishes to 
purchase direct or obtain general agency 
for good-quality rubber and plastic 
articles of all types for household, 
furniture, industrial, and other uses. 


Firm is principally interested in import- 
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ing new types of rubber or plastic 
articles which may be currently sold in 


retail shops and chainstore establish-: 


ments, 


Soaps 
Saudi Arabia 


Mubarak Mohamed Saleh Al-Kindi 
(importing distributor), P. O, Box 346, 
Jidda, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for soap powder and 
detergents. 


Sporting Goods 
France 


Etablissements G.A.R. (Jean Simon) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter, 
potential importer of protection and 
safety equipment, and sporting goods), 
174 route de Bordeaux, Brive, Correze, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for good-quality, medium-priced 
sporting goods and articles, principally 
boxing gloves. Quantities will be stated 
upon_ receipt of descriptive literature 
and price lists, 


Wax 


Venezuela 


R. Sposito M. (importer of provisions, 
wines, and liquors in general), Edif, 
Sposito, Av. 600, Urb. Comercial, 


Caracas, wishes to purchase direct floor 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Supplies, Accessories 
Norway 


Riddervold & Co, A/S (importer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler, manufacturer, 
agent), 6 Hausmannsgaten, Olso, wishes 
to obtain agency for automobile ac- 
cessories. 


Venezuela 


Guillermo Navas Fernandez (manu- 
facturer’s agent for auto and truck 
spare parts and accessories), Edif. 
Cauna, Apt. 2, Puente Soublette, Aptdo. 
2039, Caracas, seeks agency for_auto- 
mobile, truck, and tractor spare parts 
and accessories, 


Chemicals 
Peru 


Reiser & Curioni S.A, (distributor, 
importer, manufacturer’s agent handling 
wide range of merchandise), Calle San 
Jose No, 330, Lima, seeks agency for 
chemicals and preparations for tanning 
leather, except finishing preparations. 


Foodstuffs 
France 


Etablissements Chaperon-Tanner 
(manufacturer of rennet and related 
products; wholesaler, retailers and sales 
agent dealing in health food and related 
products), Bel-Air, Lessac, Charente, 
seeks agency only for good-quality 
packaged food products ready for sale 
in health shops and drug stores, includ- 
ing health foods for infants and invalids; 








ea ew: 
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prepared foods for babies; also dietary 
and related products, such as prepared 
powdered milk (soluble), whole-wheat 
biscuits, and fruit juice in glass bottles 
(not in tin cans). 

Quantities will be stated upon receipt 
of price quotations. If so desired by 
U. S. firms, this company is in a position 
to effect the final processing or prep- 
aration of these imported health goods 
and products in their plant at Lessac, 
Charente, France. 


Venezuela 


Vierco, C.A. (manufacturer’s agent 
for dry goods and foodstuffs), Edificio 
Galerias, Avenida Principal de Sabana 
Grande, Oficina 15, Aptdo. 5085, Este, 
Caracas, seeks agency for eanned food- 
stuffs. 


General Merchandise 
Switzerland 

R. C. Andreae (importing distributor, 
exclusive agent), Arlesheim bei Basel, 
wishes to obtain agency for well-known 
brands of very good quality goods suit- 
able for sale through tobacconists and 
kiosks, drug stores, and pharmacies, 


Hospital Supplies 
Venezuela 


Distribuidora Nacional, C.A, (manu- 
facturer’s agent), No. 83 Cruz Verde a 
Velasquez, Aptdo. 3781, Caracas, seeks 
agency for orthopedic equipment and 
supplies, and surgery gloves. 


Machinery 
Mexico 


Volvo Motors de Mexico, S.A. (im- 
porting distributor of autos, trucks, 
parts, and accessories), Avenida Juarez 
No. 100-208, Mexico, D.F., is interested 
in representing U. S. firms for foundry 
equipment, machine tools, and industrial 
equipment, and can import directly. 


‘Medicinais 
Italy 


Istituto Chimico Biologico A. Gentili 
(importer of raw materials for phar- 
maceutical industry; manufacturer, ex- 
porter of medicinal specialties), 48 Via 
Mazzini, Pisa, seeks agency of medical 
specialties. 

Ditta Matteo Maniscalco (exporter of 
citrus fruit, importer of Danish beer), 
128 Via Francesco Crispi, Palermo, 
seeks agency for medicinals, 


Metal Products 
Venezuela 


Suministros Industriales, C.A. (manu- 
facturer’s agent, wholesaler, importer 
of industrial products and equipment), 
Edif. Gran Avenida, Plaza Venezuela, 
Aptdo. 566, Caracas, seeks agency for 
brass and steel water valves. 


Motors 


Venetuela ; 

E. Quadrone—“Maquinarias y Equi- 
pos” (manufacturer’s agent for wood- 
working, coffee grinding, and sawmill 
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machinery, industrial motors, plastic 
materials, etc.), 10 Avenida Principal 
San Agustin del Sur, Aptdo. 3829, 


Caracas, seeks agency for all types of 
industrial motors. 


Novelties 
Venezuela 


Empresas Tazacorte (manufacturer’s 
agent for bicycles, spare parts, and ac- 
cessories), Quinta Maite, Av, Orinoco, 
Bello Monte, Aptdo. 2473, Caracas, 
seeks agency for advertising novelties. 


Synthetic Materials 
Venezuela 


Juan Esclasans Mila (manufacturer’s 
agent), No. 33 Salvador de Leon a 
Coliseo, Ofc. 107, Aptdo. 2267, Caracas, 
seeks agency for plastic materials, and 
artificial leathers for tapestry. 


Textiles 

Ireland 

S. T. Dillon & Co. (commission mer- 
chant handling piece goods for the 
clothing trade), 1 Fortfield Terrace, 
Rathmines, Dublin, seeks agency for 
medium- to high-quality piece goods 
suitable for the dress, underclothing, 
and rainwear manufacturing trades, 
such as wool, nylon, printed rayons 
and cottons, and proofed fabrics. 
Width: 36”, 40”, and 54”, 

Venetuela 


Empresas Tazacorte” (manufacturer's 
agent for bicycles, spare parts, and ac- 
cessories), Quinta Maite, Av. Orinoco, 
Bello Monte, Aptdo.~ 2473, Caracas, 
seeks agency for curtain material and 
accessories. 


Toilet Goods 
Venezuela 

Morris E, Curiel & Sons, S.A. (import- 
ing distributor), No. 87, Platanal a 


Candilito, Aptdo. 232, Caracas, seeks 
agency for perfumes, 





Powerhouses Planned 
Near Indian Dams 


Tenders for erection of auxiliary 
powerhouses at Papanasam and 
Pykara Dams soon will be re- 
quested by the Chief Electrical 
Engineer of the Government of 
Madras. 


The powerhouse at the foot of 
Papanasam Dam is to have an 
installed capacity of 4,000 kilo- 
watts at a cost of $856,800; the 
one at the foot of Pykara Dam 
is to have an installed capacity of 
3,000 kilowatts at an estimated 
cost of $571,200. These additions 
would increase the capacity of the 
latter station to 73,000 kilowatts 
and that of the former to 32,000 
kilowatts. 








FOREIGN 
VISITORS 

















Australia 

William Joseph Burke, representing 
Gay & Burke Pty., Ltd. (builder of 
medium to small lower-priced houses of 
brick and timber), Church St. Beau- 
maris, Victoria, is interested in con- 
struction methods for brick and frame 
houses, as well as in small housing 
developments or estates, and wishes 
technical information. Scheduled to 
arrive in January 1957, via New York, 
for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave., New 
York, and 203 Sansome St., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif, Itinerary: Boston, New 
York, Oakland, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and other cities if advisable. 
India 

Hari Kishandas T, Aggarwal, repre- 
senting Devidayal Metal Industries 
Private, Ltd. (importer of aluminum, 
copper, zinc ingots, and stainless-steel 
sheets; manufacturer, retailer, whole- 
saler of aluminum, brass, and copper 
sheets, circles, strips, and _ utensils), 
Tulsiram Gupta Mills Estate, Daruk- 
hana, Bombay 10, is interested in nego- 
tiating with U. S. suppliers of stainless 
steel and copper, as well as with metal- 
quality testing laboratories, 

Was scheduled to arrive December 16, 
via New York, for a 4-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Astoria Hotei, 200 E. 86th 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Washington, D. C, 


Kuwait 


Abdulla Yousuf al-Ghanim, represent- 
ing Yousuf Ahmad al-Ghanim (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler of general 
merchandise and motor vehicles), Safat 
Square, Kuwait, is interested in new 
suppliers. Scheduled to arrive the third 
week in January 1957, via New York or 
Detroit, for an indefinite visit. U. S. 
address: c/o James Mullen, Foreign 
Distributors Division, General Motors 
Corp., 224 W. 57th St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Detroit, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and possibly other cities. 


Sweden 7 


Erling Bennetter, representing E.A.N. 
Bennetter AB (importer, wholesaler of 
brake linings, fan belts, V-belts, and 
other technical rubber products; also 
polyethylene tubings and sealing com- 
pounds), 7 Segelbatsvagen, Stockholm 
K, is interested in establishing business 
contacts with U. S. suppliers of brake 
grinding and lining machines, and brake 
testers. Scheduled to arrive January 8, 
via New York, for a month’s visit. 

U. S. address undetermined. Itinerary: 
Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul. 
He will call at Department of Commerce 
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Field Offices in Detroit, Chicago, and 
probably Minneapolis. 


Union of South Africa 


W. Salmon, representing Overseas 
Trading Co. (sales/indent agent selling 
piece goods), 36 Canada House, Presi- 
dent St., Johannesburg, is interested in 
visiting manufacturers and exporters of 
textiles, especially dress materials, 
straw materials for hats, embroidered 
materials and chiffons, Scheduled to 
arrive in January 1957, via New York, 
for a 4-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Peter Lennox, 10 West 65th St., New 
York 23, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
and elsewhere if advisable. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 


Importers and Dealers—Switzerland. 
December 1956. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Panama. December 1956. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—New Zealand. Decem- 
ber 1956. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Netherlands. De- 
cember 1956. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 


porters and Dealers—New Zealand, 
December 1956. 


Boot and Shoe Manufacturers—Haiti, 
December 1956. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Sweden. December 1956. 


Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Chile. December 1956. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Morocco. December 1956, 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and M#ealers—Burma. December 
1956. 


Fiber Producers and Exporters— 
Burma. December 1956. 


Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Ecuador. December 1956. 


Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Philippines. December 1956. 


Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Spain. November 1956. 


Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Colombia. December 
1956. 

Lumber Exporters—Burma. December 
1956. 

Lumber Exporters—Malaya. Decem- 
ber 1956. 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Mozambique. December 1956. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Paraguay. November 1956. 

Metalworking Plants and Shops—Fin- 
land. December 1956. > 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Mozambique. Decem- 
ber 1956. 

Refrigerator and Refrigerating Equip- 
ment Importers, Dealers, Agents, and 
Repair Shops—Costa Rica. December 
1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Products Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Norway. December 1956, 








investment in 
Colombia ........... $0.55 
ae Salem emer 1.00 
Indonesia ............. 1.25 
MRS cictinteenevetnes 1.00 
Mexico ................. 1.25 
EES 1.00 
Paraguay ............. 65 
Philippines ........ 1.00 

Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland ....... 1.75 
South Africa ....... 75 
WR Vince chdivcince 1.25 
Venezuela ........... 1.00 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents . . . 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economic conditions, 
agriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 
and trade 


in foreign countries 








Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Burma Wants Help in 
Founding Laboratory 


Technical know-how and guidance in 
setting up research laboratories are 
wanted by the Chemistry Research De- 
partment of the Union of Burma Ap- 

lied Research -Institute, Junction of 

ba Aye Pagoda-Kanbe Roads, Ran- 


goon, 

The institute, established in Novem- 
ber 1954, would like to maintain liai- 
son with reputed institutions engaged in 
similar activities in the United States 
and to obtain information about chem- 
icals, apparatus, and equipment re- 
quired for laboratory and pilot-plant 
production, and supplies of such equip- 
ment. Methods of testing raw materi-. 
als and finished products also 
sought. j 

A variety of research programs are 
planned in such fields as foods and 
beverages, drugs and pharmaceuticals, 
inorganic chemicals, tanhins and dyes, 
cosmetics, essential oils and perfumes, 
soaps and detergents, paints ‘and var- 
nishes, textiles, rubber, petroleum and 
products, coal and products, wood and 
products, oceanography and marine bi- 
ology. . 

Interested research institutes and 
equipment suppliers are invited to com- 
municate with the Chemistry Research 
Department of the Union of Burma 
Applied Research Institute at the 
address given. ‘ 


NATO Plans... 

(Continued from page 10) 
roads and fencing gates. All buildings 
are to be permanent structures. 

The third project, estimated at $166,- 
200, involves construction of a water 
supply system at Cameri, including ex- 
cavation, engineering, and underground 
works. Applications to bid on these proj- 
ects must be submitted by January 10 
to the Ministero Difesa-Aeronautica, 
Direzione Generale Demanio, Ufficio 
Studi, Prima Sezione, Viale Castro Pre- 
terio, Rome. 

Potential bidders should refer to No. 
060 and to No. 059, respectively. 

The project in Norway, estimated at 
$319,200, calls for construction of oil- 
storage facilities in rock, plus approxi- 
mately 2 kilometers of 6- and 4-inch 
pipelines and a small pumphouse. Ap- 
plications from prospective bidders must 
reach -Forsvarets Anleggsdirektorat 
(FAD), Parkveien 68, Oslo, by January 
5 ee 

Companies desiring to bid on these 
projects who are not already certified 
to participate in NATO work should 
send a copy of their qualifications to 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as described in the brochure on 
the NATO international competitive 
bidding program available from that 
Division, 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





1. >. 5.0. °° *° °° °° - 
_ TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES. 
ERS SS a 


Morocco on December 13 became the 
70th member State of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization. 30 days 
after deposit of its instrument of adher- 
ence to the Convention on International 
Civil Aviation, ICAO has announced. 





Canadian Pacific Airlines will receive 
15 to 20 new airliners by the end of 
next year and thereby increase its over- 
sea aircraft capacity by 400 percent, or 
to the largest intercontinental air fleet 
in Canada, the company has announced. 

The new aircraft, to be received at 
different times, will consist of 10 DC-6B 
Empress airliners and 5 model 310 Bris- 
tol Britannias, with an option for an 
additional 5. All aircraft will be equipped 
with weather radar equipment.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Ottawa. 


Scandinavian Airlines System, with 
delivery of 8 of the 14 DC-7C’s on order, 
is preparing for its polar service to 
Tokyo scheduled to begin late in Feb- 
ruary. 

Meanwhile SAS has announced that 
in its first 2 years of operation it has 
carried 19,800 passengers on its “polar” 
service between Scandinavia and the 
west coast of the United States.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Stockholm. 








Argentine airline, Aerolineas Argen- 
tinas, was scheduled to begin on Octo- 
ber 12 an additional weekly service to 
the United States. The carrier, using 
DC-6 aircraft, thus now has two flights 
a week between Buenos Aires and New 
York, both tourist—U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires. 





Air transportation in Algeria is de- 
veloping at a rapid pace. The network 
served by Air France and Air Algerie is 
being extended, and a new commercial 
airport is planned for Constantine, Al- 
geria’s third city.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Algiers. 





The Uruguayan airline PLUNA on 
October 31 signed a purchase -contract 
for 3 Vickers Viscount aircraft at a 
total price of 15 million pesos (2.10 
Uruguayan pesos=US$1). 





The private French air carrier Union 
Aeromaritime de Transports has or- 
dered 5 Douglas DC-8 aircraft. It is 
understood these aircraft will be put in 
service on U. A. T.’s African route to 
Johannesburg and that the first 3 will 
be in service early in 1960. 

The French national carrier Air 
France has placed an order for 10 Boe- 
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_ ing 707’s and 12 Caravelles.—U. S. Em- 


bassy, Paris. 





The Indian Railway Board reportedly 
has approved traffic surveys of 38 miles 
of new broad-gage lines on the south- 
eastern, eastern, and northern zonal 
railways. One survey is to be of a 15- 
mile line in the Bhilai steel plant area 
required for movement of limestone 
from the Deorjhal deposits to the steel 
plant in that area.—U. S. Embassy, 
New Dehli. 





Shipments of iron ore over the north- 
ern sector of Chilean State Railroads 
have been exempted from the average 
55-percent general increase in rail rates 
which went into effect on October 1, 

Instead, iron ore shipments over the 
northern sector will be subject to the 
following increases over rates in effect 
in September 1956: Beginning Octo- 
ber 1, 1956, 20 percent; February 1, 
1957, 30 percent; June 1, 1957, 35 per- 
cent; September 1, 1957, 45 percent. 

The reasons given for this exception, 
granted by decree No. 346 of October 
17, published in the Diario Oficial of 
November 9, are that iron ore is sub- 
ject to fixed prices in the international 
market and it is important that re- 
turns from iron ore exports not be af- 
fected adversely.—U. S. Embassy, San- 
tiago. 

A commission appointed by the Neth- 
erlands Government to study helicop- 
ters has concluded that they are not yet 
sufficiently technically advanced to*war- 
rant scheduled passenger operations in 
the Netherlands. Their use is encour- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Japan Shipping Shows 
Steady Postwar Gains 


Japanese shipping has made a great 
recovery since the war, according to 
the Ministry of Transportation. 

International maritime freight, has 
continued high, and in 1955 predeprecia- 
tion profits were seven times larger 
than in the preceding year. Volume of 
freight handled by Japanese ships in 
1955 amounted to 26.9 million tons and 
resulted in an income of 114,400 million 
yen. These figures represent increases 
of 21 percent and 48 percent, respective- 
ly, over the preceding year, tramp ships 
showing the greatest ratio of profit. 

The rise in shipping has led to more 
shipbuilding, and orders placed for Jap- 
anese merchantmen have amounted to 
779,000 gross tons since April 1955. 
Increasing emphasis is placed on speed 
and use of diesel engines, and specializa- 
tion in large ore carriers and tankers 
is also favored. 

Despite the increase in shipbuilding, 
Japan is still spending on foreign 
shipping annually $225 million for im- 
ports, although Japanese shipping line 
earnings have reduced the net outlay 
for shipping to $110 million. 


Approximately 300 firms in Japan are 
operating oceangoing vessels, 56 of 
which are receiving Government sub- 
sidies, 48 having become eligible for 
the subsidy the past year. 

The overall maritime shipping indus- 
try continues to be burdened with a 
depreciation liability of 66,300 million 
yen and a business liability of 45,100 
million. It is estimated to take 5 or 6 
more years of boom conditions to work 
off these huge liabilities—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Tokyo. 








investment in 


INDIA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . . A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce... 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the S ouhdendent of Documents, U. S. 
I Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 











Foreign Commerce Weekly 





A 








re 
p- 
to 
5. 


od 


rs 


ig, 
yn 
The 
ne 
ay 


re 

















FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Some Foreign Exhibits 
At Hanover Farm Show 


Several foreign exhibits were included 
at the 44th Traveling Exhibition of the 
German Agricultural Society, held at 
Hanover, Germany, September 9-16, al- 
though it was essentially a national 
show. 

A number of British firms sponsored 
displays at the exhibition and several 
American agricultural machinery and 
implement manufacturers, while not 
participating directly, were represented 
by their West German subsidiaries or 
distributors. 

The exhibition occupied the extensive 
buildings and grounds of the Deutsche 
Industrie-Messe at~ Hanover, totaling 
more than 600,000 square meters. Fa- 
vored by unusually good weather, the 
opening day drew a crowd of approxi- 
mately 80,000, including a number of 
foreign visitors, and attendance over 


the entire term of the _ exhibition 
reached 550,000. 

In addition to tractors and other ag- 
ricultural implements and accessories 
of both German and foreign manufac- 
ture, exhibitors featured individual dis- 
plays stressing latest developments in 
scientific cultivation and plant care, 
seed and plant breeding, dairy and 
milking machinery and equipment, 
fertilizers and insecticides, household 
appliances, clothing, model homes, 
barns, storage sheds, conveyors and 
other materials handling equipment, 
land reclamation, and a fine display 
of livestock. 


Tehran in Need of Books 
For Commercial Library 


Books useful in the building of a com- 
mercial library have been requested by 





-the Tehran Chamber of Commerce in 


Iran. 


The chamber states that it plans to 
make available the most recent and ac- 
curate information on economic devel- 
opments and the latest regulations and 
facilities introduced in, banking, com- 
merce, transportation, insurance, ex- 
ports, and imports of the countries deal- 
ing with Iran. 

Publications will be made available to 
about 3,000 members of the chamber 
and other interested parties, which 
probably will create interest in business 
circles and eventually lead to increased 
import and export trade. 

Communications should be addressed 
to Hossein Farhoodi, Secretary General 
of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 
Tehran, Iran, 


December 31, 1956 


U. S. Pavilion in Bangkok Popular | 


Record crowds, estimated at 10,000 people an hour, visited the 
U. S. Central Exhibit during the peak evening hours of the Constitu- 
tion Fair in Bangkok, Thailand, December 7-22, the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs, U. S. Departrnent of Commerce, reports. 

The U. S. exhibit, designed to show many. things for many people 


under the theme, “Products of Freedom 
for All Free Men,” was described as a 
tremendous svccess. ~ 

In a dispatch from the scene, Under 
Secretary of Commerce Walter Wil- 
liams said, “The United States can be 
truly proud of the manner and quality 
of goods displayed.” 

Thailand’s King Phumiphon Aduldet, 
who led a large entourage through the 
American fairgrounds was reported to 


have been impressed with the U. S. ° 


displays and particularly interested in 
the furnishings that go into playrooms 
and nurseries of American children. 

The VU. S. exhibit was divided into 
four principal sections: consumer prod- 
ucts housed in a hemispheric dome; 
demonstrations of mass production and 
animated displays, entertainment; and 
the farm section stressing dairying and 
poultry raising. 

The center area of the dome, which 
housed the largest display of American 
consumer products ever shown at an in- 
ternational fair, featured five window 
settings, which took the enthusiastic 
fairgoers through the American family 
day. 

An exciting change of pace was pro- 
vided by the Steuben exhibit of Asian 
artists in crystal—a beautiful collection 
combining the art of the East with the 
craftsmanship of the West. Artists of 
the Far and Near East had prepared 
the original sketches, and American de- 
signers and artisans created the shapes 
of the glass and interpreted the draw- 
ings on the crystal. 

Animated exhibits on the outer cir- 
cumference of the dome included a 
plastic injection machine capable of 
producing some 4,000 molds an hour; an 








Baltic Exhibition 
Canceled 


The Baltic Exhibition, an inter- 
national trade fair which was to 
be staged jointly by the Oresund 
Strait cities of Helsingborg, Swe- 
den, and Elsinore, Denmark, in 
June 1957, has been canceled. 

The current international situ- 
ation makes participation of the 
invited countries too uncertain, 
according to the fair authorities. 

This exhibition was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, De- 
cember 3, 1956, page 27. 











animal farm and poultry exhibit illus- 
trating the potential egg production in 
Thailand through use of modern equip- 
ment and methods. More than a half- 
million samples of ice cream and milk 
were expected to be distributed. ~ 

Entertainment at the U. S. exhibit 
was provided nightly through arrange- 
ments of the Cultural Presentations 
Program of the Department of State. 

Television, again one of the high spots 
of the U. S. exhibit, showed the value 
of American products and entertain- 
ment. In addition to the closed circuit, 
which had 15 monitors throughout the 
fair, the American television demonstra- 
tions were viewed by thousands unable 
to attend the fair in person. 


1956 London Motor Transport 
Show Largest in Its History 


The 18th International Commercial 
Motor Transport Exhibition, organized 
biennially by the Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers & Traders, Ltd., and held at 
Earls Court, London, September 21-29, 
was the largest since the beginning of 
the series in 1907, according to a report 
from the U. S. Embassy at London. 

A record number of neaxly 2,200 for- 
eign visitors and buyers, over 800 more 
than in 1954, attended this year’s ex- 
hibition. Paid attendance totaled 99,- 
041, compared with 132,658 in 1954. 

The show had 444 exhibition stands. 
occupying 275,000 square feet of dis- 
play space, and was divided into the 
following industrial sections: Commer- 
cial vehicle, bodywork and trailers, ac- 
cessories and components, transport 
service equipment, and tires. 

In the commercial vehicle section, 40 
manufacturers of freight and passenger- 
carrying vehicles were represented, 
Non-British participation included ex- 
hibitors from Czechoslovakia, the Neth- 
erlands, Sweden, the United States, and 
West Germany. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
19th exhibition are available on loan 
from the Trade Fair Information Sec- 
tion, Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, Washington 
25, D C. 








Canada’s 1956 wheat harvest now is 
forecast at 511.6 million bushels only 
4 percent above the 1955 harvest, but 
10 percent above the average of the 
past 10 years, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


_— 


15 


an 














Brazilian Industrial . . « 
(Continued from page 3) 


side of the Sao Francisco River and 
settling 200 families in the area of 
Pinderama in Alagoas. The Federation 
of Industries of Pernambuco, in co- 
operation with the National Institute 
of Immigration and Colonization, is 
studying the possibility of having 
European immigrants, particularly Ital- 
ian, settle in Recife and other industrial 
areas of Pernambuco to assist in filling 
the need for skilled technicians in the 
State. 


TV Station Planned 


Plans for a television station for 
Recife are reaching a more concrete 
stage with the announcement that a 
campaign is being launched by the 
Cia. Standard de Investimentos to float 
bonds for the construction of the sta- 
tion. The site has been selected and the 
project approved by the municipal and 
State authorities. The new station, 
when completed, is expected to serve 
not only Recife and other cities of 
Pernambuco, but neighboring Paraiba 
as well. 


The State of Rio Grande do Sul 
announced that the State transportation 
tax, effective January i, 1956, had 
yielded through September 30 a total of 
517.4 million cruzeiros. Forty percent 
of the funds was distributed to the 
municipal governments of the State for 
public works, and the remaining 60 
percent was paid to the State Depart- 
ment of Public Works for allocation to 
the ‘State departments handling roads, 
railways, ports, rivers, and canals, silos 
and warehouses, and airports. The tax 
is expected to produce over the next 10 
years at leasf 17 billion cruzeiros, all 
of which is to be spent on the facilities 
named and on water and sewage 
systems. 

The Governor of the State of Bahia, 
who took office in April 1955 with a 
broad plan for the State’s economic 
development, has strongly protested to 
the President of Brazil, criticizing the 
Federal Government’s policies toward 
Bahia and outlining the State’s criticial 
financial situation. Subsequently, the 
Federal Government announced that 
Federal support for the Cia. Navegacao 
Bahiana, a State shipping company, 
had been increased from 8 million to 47 
million cruzeiros for 1957 and that the 
Estrada de Ferro Nazare, a State rail- 
way, would be allocated 60. million 
cruzeiros in 1957, the first time this 
railway has received funds from the 
Federal Government. It was announced 
also that funds have been allocated for 
an electrification project in the bay 
area of Bahia, and that 40 million 


cruzeiros have been released to the’ 


commission for the development of the 
Sao Francisco region. 

The trend toward merging of Brazil- 
ian civil aviation companies has been 
accelerated: . Real-Aerovias has pur- 
chased control of Nacional Airlines, 
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Varig has arranged the establishment 
of a consortium with Vasp Airlines; and 
Panair do Brasil and Loide Aereo have 
announced the conclusion of an opera- 
tion agreement. 


The first of 12 Cl-M-AV1’s purchased 
by Brazil from the U. S. Maritime 
Administration reached Rio de Janeiro 
on October 13. The ships will be useful 
in alleviating the critical shortage of 
vessels in Brazil’s cabotage service. 
President Kubitschek has sent a mes- 
sage to Congress requesting the estab- 
lishment of a merchant marine fund to 
be used for the reequipment of Brazil's 
international and coastal merchant ma- 
rine fleets. Proceeds of the fund also 
would be used in the establishment of 
ship repair and shipbuilding facilities. 

Evidence of serious Government 
interest in augmenting Brazil's very 
limited tourist trade has increased. A 
special congressional committee is active 
in the field, and the Brazilian Associa- 
tion of Commerce established a special 
group which is working with the Brazil- 
ian Government and the U. S, Tech- 
nical Assistance authorities with a view 
of expanding tourism in Brazil.—U, S. 
Embassy and Consulates, Brazil. 


Viet-Nam Takes ... 
(Continued from page 4) 

ence and the transportation of goods 
to the Provinces, eppear to constitute 
a serious handicap to ordinary business 
operations. These measures have had 
an unsettling effect on the market, since 
businessmen fear that the complex con- 
trol measures will make it difficult to 
do business without unwitting viola- 
tions. A general slowing down of busi- 
ness activity is anticipated until the 
effects of these measures have been 
gaged by the business community. 

Investment Outlook Uncertain 


In the absence of official statements 
indicating a positive outlook for foreign 
investments, decree 53 of September 6, 
barring foreigners from 11 occupations, 
created hesitancy and uncertainty about 
the Government’s intentions toward ex- 
isting and potential foreign investment. 
Thus the favorable momentum toward 
an improved investment climate, which 
the institution of the free-market ex- 
change rate for the transfer of profits 
plus improved national security had 
generated in the first 2 months of the 
quarter, was lost. The French invest- 
ment community appears to have been 
somewhat reassured by the Secretary 
of State of the National Economy that 
special arrangements, such as joint 
stock ownership, will be made to per- 
mit some large French-owned con- 
cerns to continue operations. 

Some consideration was given to leg- 
islation to enable existing and potential 
investors to make future plans, and the 
Government expressed interest if at- 
tracting foreign investment. However, 
these considerations were overshadowed 
by the Government's new control. 





Progress was made in the dévelop- 
ment and planning of light industry 
and the establishment of new services. 
The Viet-Namese Textile Industry in- 
augurated a new’ plant, equipped with 
54 automatic looms; meanwhile a large 
cotton-spinning miil indicated that it 
would be operating by the end of the 
year, and the National Investment Fund 
was planning for the installation of 
Japanese looms in refugee villages. 

An Italian assembly plant for the 
production of small vehicles, such as 
scooters, announced that it would open 
in August, and by the end of the quar- 
ter Viet-Namese interests were nego- 
tiating with an American manufacturer 
for a survey of pulp and paper-making 
facilities in Viet-Nam. Finally, a film 
company and an air transportation firm, 
owned by Franco-Viet-Namese firms, 
were established. 


Foreign Trade Up 


Average monthly imports into Viet- 
Nam amounted to $17.4 million in the 
third quarter, compared with $16.1 mil- 
lion in the second quarter and $18.7 
million in the first. Average monthly 
exports for the respective periods were 
$4.4 million, $1.7 million, and $4.2 mil- 
lion. Exports increased substantially in 
the first 2 months of the quarter, as a 
result of increased rubber exports, 
which normally represent three-quar- 
ters of Viet-Nam’s total exports. 


The import trend for the third quar- 
ter, compared with the second quarter, 
reveals a slight decrease in percentage 
of total Viet-Namese imports from the 
United States, 26 percent as against 28 
percent; a slight increase from France, 
25 percent as against 22 percent; and 
a decrease from Japan, 18 percent as 
against 24 percent. The export trend for 
the third quarter indicates that the 
United States has reassumed a signifi- 
cant place as a buyer of Viet-Namese 
products, taking 18 percent of total ex- 
ports, compared with 4 percent in the 
second quarter, and that France 
droppéd from 71 percent of total Viet- 
Namese exports to 65 percent. 

In the middle of the quarter 1,301 
firms handling 1,689 commodities were 
reported to have registered under the 
new import licensing controls instituted 
last July. Textile importers constitute 
the largest group, 61 percent of the 
total registrations; next in importance 
are importers of vehicles and spare 
parts, 17 percent, and metal products, 
9 percent. 

A Presidential decree of July 13 in- 
stituted a new system and new rates of 
import duties on automobiles. Prior to 
this decree, duties were levied on a 
cylinder displacement basis. Under the 
new system, duties of 30, 40, and 50 
percent are levied on passenger cars 
having c. i. f. costs of less than 50,000 
piasters, 50,000-100,000 piasters, and 
over 100,000 piasters, réspectively (35 
piasters=US$1 at the official exchange 
rate).—U. S. Embassy, Saigon. 
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~ 5 Latin Am Exch Rat 
a atin erican Exc ange Nates 
Ss. 

m NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. The of the Dominican ; 
“ | quetzal, the Panamaniam balboa, and the uban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the aitian gourde is fixed rye re 4 
ye : . 
it — Average rate Latest available quotations 

n 

12 Country Quoted Type of exchange 
id 4 1954 1955 1956 ete arr olent i | Date 
of (annual) (annual) October U. 8. currency 1956 3 : 
nm Argentina...| P€80mnmew-} Official 5 #18.00 18.00 18.00 0556 7 
aS 4 BOM VIG cues} Boliviano.......| Official 191.90 191.90 191.90 131.90 °0052 Bec in: 
me Free.. 31436.62 33042.75 11,670.00 9,900.00 0001 Dec. 11 
. Brazil®.......| Cruzeiro Official 18.82 18.82 18.82 18.82 -0531 Nov. 30 
r- ; Free....... 61.29 74.50 N.A. 66.00 » 0151 Nov. 30 
: CHM €®® ..cccrcscccee| PPCBO..cccccscceccscccce] BSATUCCTH” LF CC...cccccacccccecsccsccoeel Seles icon N.A. 19.00 -0019 Nov. 1 
0- Brokers’ £7 €C.,...0..:cscereerseeses i rE ae = N.A. $00.00 -0017 Nov. 1 
er Colombia......... Peso Basic 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 3984 Nov. 30. 4 
. 4 Free. Pines *4.03 5.46 6.65 -1515 Nov. 30 ’ 
g Costa Rica...... COLON. ..ccserseeen| Official 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 -1764 Nov. 30 
m Free — 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 : Nov, 30 

ECuad OP rccccccsee] SUCTC..cvereereee| Central bank (official)........ 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 A Nov. 23 
m, Free. 17.42 17.41 N.A. 19.20 -0520 Nov. 23 
1S, El Salvador....} Colon.............-| Free... 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 -4000 Nov. 
Honduras........ Official 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 -4950 Nov. 4 
MeXICO....... eee Free... ‘11.38 12.51 12.51 12.51 .0799 Nov. 30 
Nicaragua... Official 5.00 *6.00 7.05 7.05 1418 Nov. 30 
Curb... 7.44 7.32 7.75 7.75 -1290 Nov. 30 

st. Paraguay***.. Guarani... Official 4 60.00 60.00 0167 Nev. 23 
Free....... agree ‘ Anscecthitee 111.00 Nov. 23 
he Peru Sol Exchange certificate..........4 .89 19.00 19.00 Nov. 24 
il- Free. 69 19.05 19.05 0525 Nov. 24 

Ir ,eeee See ___ Ee ae ceventalel eubescoced levsucecetobe . 4 

3.7 einen il Tine bina Free certificate... 9 ron iene 4.10 ‘2439 Nov. 23 
ly Free abil 3.19 an, E “anlesihe 4.00 -2500 Nov. 23 
—. Venezuela....... Bolivar............| Free. 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Nov. 30 
il- 

in (For explanation of rates, see notes in For- *Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas **New Chilean exchange system inaugu- 

eign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 27, 1956, p. 17.) per dollar, effective July 1, 1955. rated April 20, 1956 (see Foreign Commerce. 

a ‘Official rate went into effect on October 28, *Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro auc- Vos Sele tetaenel tochen: became effec- 
ts, 1955. Free market rate did not become opera- tion for November 30, 1956, for U. S. dollars tive March 1, 1956 (see Foreign. Commerce 
ar- tive until November 3, 1955 (see Foreign Com- for 120 og delivery ranged as follows: First Weekly, March 12, 1956 p. 10). 

merce Weekly, November 14, 1955, p. 2). category, 39.2-39.8 cruzeiros per dollar; second ****In August, Uruguay established a new 
category, 70.6-71.4; third category, 110-1155; system of export-import rates. Des 
*Average of end-of-week rates. fourth category, 172-176.5; fifth category,298- essentials may be imported at the basic rate 
Ar s i y 298.5. Th es must be added to the offi- : om 
Free market legalized May 13, 1955. ‘ A Srey a oo" swotieable AA, in While other imports will be made at the “free 
er ‘ 4 s . 2. clal selling rate, , c ’ sd 

ge at SE me Senta ys 13 a9et. oO pesce order to get the effective selling rates. Contin ana Prone te hich is determined. by 

he 

28 Inflation ary Forces ... Decreases in copper revenue brought nesses which were generally believed to 

- (Continued from page 5) some concern over the exchange situa- be threatening the stabilization pro- 

" inflationary. On October 19, the admin- tion, a concern which was heightened. 84m, and at month’s end the feeling 
as anes bmitted to Congress a bill igs was widespread that a crucial point had 

for en ae by the constant increase in import Or- heen reached. The next few weeks were 

sroviding for an obligatory 1957 pay gq bei laced. Th t bal f : rs cal . 

‘he F , : ers being piaced. the net balance OL awaited with interest and anxiety. 

raise of 25 percent for private industry, : ai rd til be cov- " . 

ifi- See registered import orders still to cov , 

and it was known that a similar in- 7 illi Meanwhile, the International Bank 
se . ered rose from about $70 million at the [ tructi 

eg crease was projected for Government eginning of the month to more than {°F Reconstruction and Development 

he employees. : $86 million at the end. Since imports announced its approval of a US$15-mil- 

What all of this would mean to the jn the month amounted to about $20 ion loan to ENDESA, the Chilean State 

ace Government budget, which has for a nition. the sloue al fers electric enterprise, for expaasion. of its 
et- : 3 gross value of new import faciliti 

number of years been a major factor orders placed in October approximated 2° ities, and the Export Import Bank. 

in generating inflation, was set forth oe C enteral completed arrangements for a US$27- 

301 Rae $35 million. The Central Bank raised vei’ sae 

ss | in stark terms by the Minister of the dollar rate a total of 17 points in Million loan to Chile’s nitrate industry 

f Finance before the Joint Congressional 14-516. b for a cost-reducing modernization in 
the | . : the month, from 496-499 to 5 , but ee : 

ed | Budget Committee on October 23. This no resulting drop in exchange demand Production facilities—U. S. Embassy, i 

ate year’s deficit, he said, would be 27:9 or in import orders had occurred by the S@ntiago. 

the ' billion pesos, of which perhaps 17.2 bil- month’s end. : 
lion could be funded in one form or an- Pakistan increased rice acreage about 

nce other; next year, the deficit would Copper Revenue Decreases 3 percent and the weather has been 

a . amount to 46.6 billion. This accumulation of unfavorable fac- | more favorable this year, with the result 

_ / The budget situation was aggravated * tors increased the general pessimism, that 1956-57 production will be above 
' by reduced copper income, owing partly which had been growing for several the 1955-56 crop which was reduced by 

i to falling prices and partly to what was weeks, regarding the fate of the eco- floods, according to Foreign Agricul- 

ee at least ‘a temporary decrease in the nomic reform effort. The peso’s rapid tural Service Reports. 

amount of copper sold. U. S. prices depreciation in the brokers’ market, 

s. dropped from 40 cents to 36 cents a from 530 buying on October 1 to more The Philippine Republic has expanded 
nd pound in the last week of the month, a than 600 on October 25, dramatized further its rice production, the Foreign 
“ movement counteracted at first by a the deterioration process and added Agricultural Service reports. 

500 rise in the London price but which considerably to the atmosphere of fore- The record acreage this season is 4 
4 seemed certain to reduce the average boding surrounding the reform program. percent larger than last year’s previous 

(38 sale price over the long run below that Several important actions were taken record, and good weather so far is ex- 

nen nd used by the Government for calculating in the last week of the month to get pected to result in bumper yields per 


akly 


its future income. 
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the administration to correct the weak- 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





W. German Steel Industry Expands U.K. Moves Forward With 


The steel industry in the Federal Republic of Germany, having 
nearly completed its postwar recovery, is expanding production through 
enlarged and modernized facilities, according to a West German economic 


press report. 


Although crude steel production is expected to increase from this 


year’s anticipated 23.5 million tons to 
about 25 millions tons in 1957, the 
industry will require an annual outlay 
of over a billion German marks, or 
about $238 million, in new ‘Investment 
because domestic steel requirements are 
expected to rise to about 29 million 
metric tons by 1960. 


In the past few months, orders for 
rolling mill products have almost 
equaled deliveries, which have amounted 
to 1.3-1.4 million metric tons a month. 
The backlog of orders is substantially 
the same, representing a production of 
about 6.2 million metric tons, exclusive 
of semifinished products and tubing. 


Until last spring, West German firms 
limited exports to supply domestic 
needs; however, increased steel produc- 
tion has facilitated a more active par- 
ticipation in the export market. Foreign 
orders for rolling mill products, especial- 
ly from countries outside the Coal and 
Steel Community, have increased sub- 
stantially. Monthly orders from these 
countries in May and June amounted 
to about 150,000-170,000 metric tons. 
The figure has risen to 250,000 tons. 


Monthly export deliveries of rolling 
mill products in the fali were about 
240,000 tons, but imports declined to 
about 200,000 tons. Thus, the second 
half of 1956 will show an _ export 
balance whereas the first half showed a 
small import balance. The Federal 
Republic appears to be assuming its 
traditional roll as a steel export 
country. 

The expected further increase in iron 





Production of Publications 
In Austria Up by 500 Titles 


Production by the book selling trade 
in Austria totaled 4,159 titles in 1955, 
an increase of 500 over the preceding 
year. 

Exports of books, magazines, news- 
papers, and Music were valued at $4.3 
million, of which books accounted for 
$3.3 million and fashion magazines 
nearly half of the remainder. Imports 
were valued at about $4.6 million. The 
Federal Republic of Germany, the prin- 
cipal supplier and the chief customer, 
took about 68 percent of the total-Aus- 
trian exports of these products and sup- 
plied about 88 percent of the imports. 

Of the 1,500 publishing enterprises 
in Austria, 240 have started operations 
since World War II; 18 have been in 
operation for over a century. About 40 
firms are internationally known, 





>. 





and steel production will cause raw 
material ard fuel availability to become 
crucial; consequently, steel producers 
must give greater attention to these 
sectors in their future investment plans, 
according to press reports. 

Iron production capacity also will 
need to be increased so that demand 
for scrap will not become excessive, 
particularly since increased prices for 
imported scrap are threatening. Ex- 
pansion of blast furnace facilities to 
increase raw iron production requires, 
however, enlargement of coking plant 
capacity, as pointed out by the High 
Authority of the Iron and Steel Com- 
munity. 


Leather Shoe Output 
Increases in Canada 


Canadian leather-footwear production 
totaled 31,962,078 pairs in the first 9 
months of 1956, compared with 28,861,- 
454 pairs in the corresponding period 
of 1955, an increase of 3,100,624 pairs. 

Production declined in September by 
302,358 pairs from the preceding month 
and by 55,693 pairs from September 
1955. Output in September totaled 3,- 
557,553 pairs, compared with 3,859,91. 
pairs in August and 3,613,246 pairs in 
September 1955. 

Footwear production with leather 
soles amounted to 1,399,853 pairs in 
September, but for the 9-month period 
it totaled 12,298,440 pairs. Footwear 
produced with leather soles in the first 
9 months of 1955 amounted to 10,- 
948,463 pairs. 

Production of footwear by type, for 
the 9 months ended September 30, 1956, 


and the comparable period of 1955, fol- 
lows: 





1956 1955 

(ae 6,425,194 
Boys’ ...... yee 1,136,988 961,988 
. 0 Ses ee 238,351 246,967 
Women’s and 

growing girls’ ...........15,247,015 13,988,202 
Misses’ ee eR 3,218,481 2,840,870 
Children's 

and little gents’ .......... 2,353,580 2,286,147 
Babies’ and infants’ ... 2,289,597 2,112,086 

Total ....31, 962,078 28,861,454 


Factories in operation in September 
numbered 259 and were located as fol- 
lows: Newfoundland, 1; Nova Scotia, 
1; New Brunswick, 3; Quebec, 156; On- 
tario, 87; Manitoba, 6; and British Co- 
lumbia, 5. 





Flat Tubes for Color TV 


The United Kingdom has made prog- 
ress in producing flat tubes for color 
television, Dr. D. Gabor of the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, Lon- 
don University, reported in an address 
before the Television Society. 

The National Research Development 
Corporation (NRDC), Government es- 
tablished, and U. K. cathode ray tube 
manufacturers reportedly have been 
discussing further development work on 
Dr. Gabor’s color television tube and 
possible licensing arrangements. NRDC, 
which sponsored the project carried on 
by Dr. Gabor, holds the patent rights 
and has a joint licensing arrangement 
with a U. S. firm, it is reported. 

Plans to begin experiments in the 
transmission of color television in late 
1956 were announced earlier by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) and the Independent Television 
Authority (ITA). These plans included 
a series of test signals from the BBC 
Crystal Palace transmitter and the ITA 
Croydon transmitter on Bands I and 
III, using the British 405-line system. 
Color signals will be transmitted later 
on Band IV on the 625-line system. 

Color television and research labora- 
tories, built jointly by Thorn Electrical 
Industries, Ltd., and a U. S. firm, have 


been opened, another U. K. develop- 
ment in color television. 


U. K. Radar Shows Navigator 
His Own Vessel in Motion 


A new British radar device gives the 
navigator a bird’s eye view of his own 
ship and the seas around it, according 
to the British press. 

On the conventional marine radar, 
the transmitting ship is shown at the 
center of the screen with all other tar- 
gets in relative movement; on the new 
British radar, it is shown moving across 
its own screen at the correct speed and 
bearing with other vessels correctly 
moving at their true course and speed, 
and stationary targets, such as buoys, 
light-vessels and landmarks, remaining 
stationary. 

The device is said to eliminate, or at 
any rate reduce, the human error of 
those who operate it. By automatically 
correlating the transmitting ship’s own 
course and speed with the picture, it 
eliminates the need for plotting and 
shows continuously and immediately 
what formerly needed to be calculated. 

The cost is reported to be about 
£3,700 (£1=—US$2.80).—U. S. Embassy, 
London. 
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Belgian Economy... 
(Continued from page 2) 


ing power was clearly directed to es- 
sentials where shortages were feared, 

Impact of the international situation 
also made itself felt in the financial 
field. Although gold and foreign cur- 
rency reserves were still at a high level 
at the close of the month, the dollar 
exchange demand was already consid- 
erable and was expected to increase in 
the face of additional purchases of 
American. petroleum. 

On November 27, the National Bank 
of Belgium, after supplying the financial 
(free) dollar market throughout the 
month, decided to withdraw from the 
market. As a result, the exchange rate 
for the dollar, which had risen from 
below par in early November to 50.20 
just prior to the National Bank’s de- 
cision, rose to about 50.70 on November 
28 and hovered around that level for 
the remainder of the month. The fixed 
rate is 1 Belgian franc=$0.02. It was 
estimated that the National Bank sup- 
plied over 1 billion francs in dollars to 
the market in November before its de- 
cision to withdraw. The high demand 
for dollars 4s believed to have been 
caused by a flight of foreign short-term 
capital, which had found refuge in Bel- 
gium, to the dollar area as a conse- 
quence of the unsettled international 
situation. 

Total gold and convertible exchange 
holdings of the National Bank of Bel- 
gium were 49 billion francs, down from 
the October figure of 49.4 _ billion 
francs but well above the November 
1955 figure of 46.1 billion francs. Thus, 
Belgium remained in a strong position 
to meet anticipated demands for hard 
currencies, particularly dollars, for 
extraordinary purchases, especially of 
petroleum products, caused by the Mid- 
dle Eastern situation.—U. S. Embassy, 
Brussels. 


Germany Expects To Record 
More TV Receivers in 1956 

Licensed television receivers in the 
Federal Republic of Germany and West 
Berlin totaled 504,184 as of September 
1. This number is expected to reach 
700,000 by the end of 1956 and approach 
1 million by April 1957. 

Western Germany's television indus- 
try built and sold almost 250,000 re- 
ceivers in the first half of 1956 and 
expects to produce a total of 550,000 
for the year, according to trade sources. 

The number. of television receivers 


exported is small but is growing and 
may total 50,000 for 1956. 


Hotel asansmnntadinal in Australia 
start at a minimum rate of about $4.50 
single, and $9 double, for rooms with 
private bath, according to “Living Costs 
and Conditions in Australia,” WTIS, 
Part 2. 


December 31, 1956 


U. S. Imports of Coffee Decline 


U. S. imports of green coffee totaled 193.4 million pounds in Octo- 


ber, a decrease of 26.5 percent below the preceding month and 33.8 _ 
percent below October 1955, the Business and Defense Services Admin- 


istration, U. S. Department of Commerce, has announced. - 

September coffee imports were valued at $98.9 million. The average 
value per pound was $0.5113, compared with $0.5294 in September. 
This was the first decline since July and the lowest average value since 
May, when the average value per pound was $0.5058. 

Imports for the first 10 months of 1956 totaled 2,408 million pounds, 
an increase of 16.6 percent over " the like period in 1955. 


U. S. Imports of Grete Coffee by Country of Origin, 
October and First 10 Months of 1955 and 1956 
[Thousand pounds] 






































October January—October . Year 
Country of origin 1956 1956 1956 1955 1955 
North America ..........cccccccees 12,322 390,413 441,673 522,345 
British Honduras aiutgsvenrioes oonespnecdibbaiacbiodedie t TAERERE” <7 -s cea 38 BA 54 
Costa Rica... 3 511 6,243 18,741 19,128 
CON 6 nance Rie Siesintieccens ae ee 1,036 25,494 - 1,875 7,907 
Dominican Republic 0... 4,191 1,969 43,578 ay 4 41,527 
Fae SR BEE AS 556 1 64,350 99, 113,047 
oe en Sa Sern 6,017 2,626 71,023 81,837 108, 
) ee Re 525 10,461 = 12, 
Honduras 365 196 17,913 21, 21, 
5 ee EE 10 305 726 750 
Mexico _..... - 1,468 3,970 122,982 ‘147,167 159,024 
Neth. Antilles (Curacao) seals tree 214 102 102 
pS CB PRE So 410 650 26,529 36,004 36,727 
RR I Sa STE * 3 3 500 500 
Canal Zone . SE INES a es 370 150 560 
Trimidad @Nd Toba GO occeccccccccscseesecccccnn Seely st etend 910 1,132 1,185 
South America ........... 138,037 244,834 1,726,183 1,387,986 1,770,156 
Bolivia ctninnctanimatcianidin, Se aaa 210 210 
NN RR ORE: ine 143,505 1,137,157 782,259 1,017, 
Colombia 93,078 523,353 520,820 652, 
Ecuador 5,188 23,529 31,452 36.478 
} 566 7,362 6,136 7,255 
NNINIIE as, «i, cdire-coceersasicanctinaantonueomataiadt Maen 2.2. eae ae. -. we ee 229 
I > Ricesicscctectnsenapusbioeccasstindinviosemistocbouseldbcnciaie:?” iin) > at +4 eae a ee 97 98 
Venezuela ini dlogiibsilie sonaiitsnagiiil i 2,497 34,668 47,012 55,670 
eS ee a a eee 1,777 757 11,377 6,389 8,622 
Aden ..... 122 397 53 76 
Arabia Peninsula States, n.e.s. 553 646 6,457 5,398 7,136 
British Maleys soppldiithinsincidithaialsaimdalesdilibain See, oe ee ae es. oo ean 
TOI os ccd encensek ese ocntdsteasecte: Schnlotassencd ceili ccgptiin, ©" qraaleegs RP : 115 
pe NE RPS EE Ee EE ST 1,041 i111 3,768 758 1,230 
SS ES Ae RR een 386 65 
EE RITE coccennentiapinteteincpsimnstntngaped = Seles C3 ea ee , | oe Oe ee 
Africa cease natoveapaitelomamspsiictcanassial lin sateen 34,431 279,860 229,339 297,086 
Angola ........ Per RE . 15,432 12,096 78,417 44,159 71,837 
Belgian Congo ........... . 8,789 9,758 46,368 37,185 51,524 
British E. Africa . 2,490 6,411 54,613 63,247 71,055 
British W. Africa 249 ~ 56 1,683 898 898 
CAMETOONB ooocccccccceeceeee sieaiaah 165 1,683 410 453 
Ethiopia . 3,657 3,910 38,850 57,344 62,462 
French W. Africa ... MES ar 4,568 836 45,981 21,224 22,373 
CE RS a PE os 89 112 312 143 143 
aed aie 289 40 51 
Madagascar .......... 823 02s 8,398 13,659 
Nigeria vevccccsetinmnpsenenecceneti | "Wiysheen > eemmamuggil sO hh a enn ea a 
W. Portuguese Africa .. sii 264 2,126 1,249 2,590 
CI cceckccrcencerasipinincrietmeclianceaaninncignle osteo 28 41 41 
pe. |, ee ee NNER Te ee ee 168" 1683 
GEE. ncicsmnnncndaibibigigaiicaaiean ae 292,344 2,407,833 2,065,555 2,598;377 
Total value ($1,000) ccccccccccccccccsssecseeeeees- $98,902 $146,799 $1,227,424 $1,094,543 $1,356,292 


‘Belgium, 





West Germany Makes First 
Commercial TV Broadcast 


Western Germany's first commercial 
television broadcast took place on No- 
vember 3, in Bavaria, under direction 
of the Bayerische Werbefernseh GmbH 
—Bavarian Commercial Television Co.— 
51 percent of which is reported to be 
owned by the Bayerischer Rundfunk— 
Bavarian Broadcasting Co.—a publicly 
controlled institution. 

Several West German interests are 


opposed to further development of com- 
mercial television by the Bavarian 
Broadcasting Co. and have asked for 
a court injunction against the continu- 
ance of commercial television broad- 
casts on the basis that West German 
broadcasting stations are public institu- 
tions and as such cannot be used for 
commercial purposes. 

This degal battle is expected to be 
lengthy, thus obstructing the develop- 
ment of commercial television in West- 
ern Germany.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Stuttgart. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Fig, Fig Paste Imports Unrestricted 


The Tariff Commission finds no basis for the imposition of restric- 
tions this crop year on the imports of dried figs and fig paste pursuant 
to section 22 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, in its report to the 
President of December 17 on the investigation he had directed it to 
make, upon the request of the Secretary of Agriculture. 


The Tariff Commission reports that 
most of the imports of dried figs and 
fig paste that are likely to enter dur- 
ing the present crop year have already 
entered. Moreover, “in the absence of 
a stated price objective of the 1956-57 


program that the Department of Agri- 
culture believes desirable and achieve- 
able under conditions of ordinary im- 
port competition,” it declares that “it 
is not possible to determine what ad- 
ditional restriction of imports, if any, 
is necessary.” 

The principal concern was over fig 
paste, which has in recent years con- 
stituted the bulk of the imports, and 
practically all of which is used in the 
production of fig bars. Materially lower 
prices prevail on sales to fig-bar pro- 
ducers than to retail outlets for pack- 
aged figs, and the investigation re- 
vealed that the principal fig-bar pro- 
ducers in the United States have not 
been able to obtain sufficient supplies 
of the types of domestic figs desired, 
even in years when packers had siz- 
able surplus of such figs. 





Business Sluggish . . . 

(Continued from page 4) 
impressive business activity, no clear 
explanation is de for a continued rise 
in money in Circulation, except to 
indicate hoarding. Total money in cir- 
culation on September 30 amounted to 
$13.5 million, an. increase of $920,000 
since August 31 and of $2.1 million since 
September 30, 1955. 

An expert recommended by the Bank 
of France arrived to assist the National 
Bank of Haiti in drawing up the bylaws 
and rules of procedure for the new Na- 
tional Insurance Company. Direction 





of the new company has been entrusted 
to the National Bank. Foreign insurance 
companies operating in Haiti have been 
given until December 23 to make the 
deposit of $15,000 required as surety 
under the terms of the law of July 18, 
1956, which set up the national insur- 
ance company. 


The Government-operated Institut 
d’Assurances Sociales d’Haiti (IDASH), 
whose activities have been confined to 
the capital city of Port au Prince, 
announced plans to set up branches in 
other principal cities and to extend its 
program of social insurance to the 
provinces. IDASH also plans to offer 
sickness and old-age insurance to work- 
ers in private industry.—U. S. Embassy, 
Port au Prince. 


Dairy Product Sales 
To Thailand Arranged 


The financing of the sale to Thailand 
of $500,000 worth of dairy products for 
local currency has been agreed to by 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, it 
was announced on December 17. 

This action amends the agreement 
for the sale to that country of certain 
U. S. farm surplus products under Pub- 
lic Law 480 (83d Congress), signed in 
June 1955. 

The dairy products to be purchased 
from private U. S. traders are to as- 
sure adequate supplies to be used in 
making “recombined milk” in a pri- 
vately owned Bangkok plant recently 
established. Thus; a program will be 
advanced to acquaint the Thai people 
with the nutritional value of such milk. 





Transport and... 

(Continued from page 14) 
aged, however, for nonscheduled trans- 
port, rescue operations, crop spraying, 
and related activities. 





Superintendent of Documents. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year. ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing.) 


eeeeeeeeee Seer eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eee eeeeeeee 


ia lis scab os sities 


Sn titicinensencnenins sconcccsesccochs AOUUD. 000. SRO 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Commerce Field Office, or 
to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 


eeeeeee 








m U. S. Government Printing C 











